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If is ann to inform the pabtic 
in what manner the Swediſh Govern- 
ment was ſo fortunate as to get poſſeſſion 
of a great part of the original letters and 
papers written by Baron Armfelt and his 
friends, and which that, gentleman en- 
truſted to a perſon he left behind him at 
Naples. Several letters which they had 
Vritten to each other were allo inter- 
cepted at the Swediſh Poſt- offices, andLit. 
= appears that a great number were burnt - 
3 by Mademoiſelle de Rudenſkiold, a few © __ 
2 hours hs ſhe was apprehended. The 
„ N 


8 Nog 


8 
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| correſpondence was carried on in Swe- 
diſh and French, and is very voluminous. 
Such parts of it as relate to the main ob- 


_ ect, were publiſhed by the Government 
at Stockholm in the Swediſh language: 
it is from that publication the following 


tranſlation is made, and the projects of 
the conſpirators do not ſeem to require 
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on A a led the whole, 
pretends t that he was juſtified in his en- 
deavours to introduce a Ruſſian force 
into Sweden, to overturn the Admini- 
firation,. to deſtroy its leading Members, 


and to riſk all the miſchiefs of civil and | 


foreign war, in a country already drain- 


ed of its natural ſtrength, under an in- 
fant Monarch, and in times replete with 


danger to every public eſtabliſhment, 
and to private happineſs throughout 
every deſcription of men.—He ſets forth 


his juſtification by attributing to the 


Swediſh Adminiſtracion a want of ſyſtem 


in Nall their — their — 


(#3 
of a faction that aims at the ſubverſion of 


the Monarchy, and even the purpoſe of 
5 deſtroying the young Monarch himſelf. - 


On the other hand it is aſſorted, * 
the ambition of Baron Armfelt, his con- 
, fidence in his talents and popularity, his 
neceſſitous circumſtances, 55 impatience 
with which he bears any check to his 
profuſion, and his perſonal hatred of 
thoſe who ſtand in his way, are the only 
motives of his conduct, in every part of 
Which thoſe motives are diſcoverable. 


The Swediſh Adminiſtration have ex- 
preſſed their horror of the preſent ſyſtem 
of France, and a juſt dread of any change 
in their own conſtitution and laws ; and 
have declared that their political conduct 
with regard to that unfortunate country 
has been miſrepreſented by the agents of 
Baron Armfelt, agreeably to the inſtruc- 
tions he gave them for that purpoſe. It 
1s not the buſineſs of the Tranſlator to 
conſider what very unfortunate conſide- 

. a 3 rations 
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rations or neceſſities may have a 2 
the Swediſh Cabinet on the queſtion of 
the French war; but whatever thoſe 
Conſiderations or neceſſities ee they 


ee . r 
; > 
: . 
L 
= 2 
4 


the Regent of 1 "Swediſh 
Conſtitution ; and it comes within impar- 
Oy" to inſiſt on this diſtinction, in order 
to ſeparate the attempts of the conſpira- 
tors from the pretexts on which they 
were continued. In this view it may 
þ alſo be right to attend to the nd 
RY circuraſtances. Se 
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8. Baron Armfelt was a Lieutenant in the 
Swediſh guards, with a perſon and qua- 
liſications much in his favour, when the 
late King appointed him to be one of the 
Sentlemen of the Prince Royal. From 
this period he roſe rapidly through the 
_ uſual military gradations, but was no 
-otherwiſe remarkably diſtinguiſhed than 
'by thoſe further reſerves the Sovereign 
held for his favourites. ' In the late war 
* Ruſſia, he eee a cho ſe . 
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( wi ) 5 
corps from the province of Dalecarlia, . 
with which he fought well on ſeveral 
trying occaſions; and when his Royal 
Maſter was aſſaſſinated, Baron Armfelt 
was Lieutenant General in the Swediſh 
8 Grand Governor of the City of 
Stockholm, Member of the Swediſh Aca- 


_ © demy, Knight of all the Swediſh Orders, 


ol the Ruſſian Order of St. Andrew, and 
of the Daniſh Order of the Elephant, and 
Firſt Gentleman of the Bedchamber. 
In the Adminiſtration which was 
Formed immediately after the calamity 
alluded to, Baron Reuterholm was ho- 
noured with the full confidence of the 
Duke Regent, but without accepting any 
oſtenſible poſt. The ſervants of the late 
| King were gradually diſmiſſed, or re- 
moved to diſtant employments ; and Ba- 
ron Armfelt finding himſelf amidſt new 
men and meaſures, was induced to give 
up the ſhare to which he pretends he had 
a claim in the Regency, and to- abſent 
© PT ON a miſſion to the Italian States. 
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It will be ſeen that the correſ pondence 


in queſtion began ſoon after. The diſ- 


covery of its criminality was acquired 
by the Regency in October 1793, but 
was not made public till the December 
following, when it was feared that an 


attack on the life of the Regent was to 
be the 1 for further atrocity. 


| Immediately after theſe letters fell into 
the hands of the Regency, his Majeſty's 
Governor (the Count de Gyllenſtolpe) 


was diſmiſſed from his poſt, and, from 
conſideration for the young King, was 
no otherwiſe puniſhed than by an order 
to abſent himſelf from the Court, and to 


retire to his eſtate at a diſtance from the 
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PRISONERS, AND PUNISHMENTS. 


| 2 TEE Baron Guſtave Maurice Armfelt, 
henceforth Guſtave Maurice Magnuſſon, 
condemned by virtue of the iſt ſection 


of the 4th chapter of Swediſh Criminal 


Law, to be deprived of his nobility and 
 diſhonoured, to loſe his life and to be be- 
headed, and to have his goods forfeited 
to the uſe of the Crown. And further, 
as he has not appeared within the time 
allotted, to be outlawed throu Ho” 
| pry and i its a 


{Jets Aden Ehrenſtrom, King s Se- 
cretary, henceforth John Albert Nilſon, 
condemned by the ad and zd ſections of 
the 4th chapter of Criminal Law to loſe 


5 bis nobility⸗ to be diſhonoured, to loſe | 


LY | his 


= | 
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SE SR 
his .. and to be beheaded, and his 
goods to be forfeited to the uſe of the 

We 


The Demoiſelle Magdelaine Charlotte 
Counteſs de Rudenſkiold, to loſe her 
nobility, her life and honour, and to be ; 
| beheaded, with the confiſcation of her 


Colonel Aminof io be left to the judg- 
ment of God, nt farther preßt 0 


be Valet * Chambers 8 the | 
S Teverackeeper Forſter, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Lilje, M. Sources, Merchant, M. Seg- 
neul, Secretary, and M. de Franc, late 
Secretary of State, and Director General 
of the Poſt-office, to be agquitted for want 
bpof proof; reſerving, however, to the 
_ King's Attorney, to try eee 
u v far ae kan. 3 


The 1 1 were given * 5 
ee of. Parliament's and, on an 


TH i 
appeal made by the Lawyer of the - 
Crown to the High Court of Juſtice, it 
was further declared, that the name of 
Guſtave Maurice Magnuſlon ſhould be 
expoſed on a gallows in all the public 
places of the wr towns of 5 kong 

' | 441 

That J. A. Nilſon ſhould fland i in * 
lic with an iron collar round his ne. 
previous to his execution. 


That Colonel Aminoff ſhould be con- 
: demned to priſon bon life. 


That Mineur and Forſter ſhould not 
be ſet at large till they had confeſſed all 
they knew of the conſpiracy of M. de 
Armfelt; and that further examination 
ſhould be made into the conduct of M. 
de Franc and of M. de Sources.” 


Theſe ſentences le n e 
in all their parts, except the loſs of life. 
his N 2 the Duke Regent 

| having 
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alſo made the 
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enſtrom to that of perpetual im- 
ving 


on a public ſcaffold, which was 
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; 1 BEG of you to inform me | ow I may _ 
Dy to 28 in dhe beſt way, my | letters 


£ 


* 
1 
- 8 
7 
3 
wa 
y o 
i * 
uo * . 

py 

o 
+ 


F 5 Y 5 

8 L * A a . 1 
wh . 

ef „ 


ä 
copy ene: I want it for Count Stackel- 


berg, who-talks to me of it every time we 
meet; the Baron told him he ſhould receive 


it from me. 
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Baron ble to Mademo Yell 2 


* 


eme, ay Se 1793. 


8 2 — be beſt method ol convincing 
both friends and enemies of my not intend- 
ing to return to Sweden in its preſent ſtate, 
is to remind them of my having accepted 
* a Fn” che miGon to Lay; and that, even in the 
J my diſmiſſion, Iam determined, not 
8 to go back to ſuch a den of aſſaſſins, Jacobins, 5 
aud wretches. The moment of playing an 
5 important part 1s yet, far off, at leaſt twenty= 
. months, _ In that ſpace of time I mall 
„ hay ve travelled throuy gh Italy, and be on By 
Fra * return 0 the Nori, You will ſeeno f revo- 
| | 8 | lution: 


* 


tia 


lution in favour of royalty before that cans. 
and any revolution for contrary purpoſes 
can be hindered only by the Empreſs ; and 
I aſk what would be the conſequence? 
Would not Sweden groan under a. foreign, 
and under a civil war? I do not ſpeak of 
the difficult taſk which would fall to me, 
and for which I ſhall always be in time. 
I adore the independence and glory of my 
country; but, all things conſidered, and in 
the hope that the triumph of folly will not 
be too marked, we muſt leave the field 
to our miſchief-makers, that their blindneſs, 
baſeneſs, ſpirit of perſecution, their. miſma- . 
nagement of the finances, ſtupidity, and i im- 

prudence, may all be diſplayed ; and that the 
chief deſire and hope of the nation may be 
do ſee the ſon of Guſtavus III. reign alone, 
and bring us back to where we were before. 
Don't look for any burſt of energy or 
deſpair in the Swediſh nation It is not in 
the Swediſh character I mean that, having 


choſen our meaſures, we muſt keep to them | 
for a long time, and afterwards ſeize the beſt 
moment for . with 1 ſucceſs, Our na- 
„ : ; _"_ 
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+ Gonal character is like a rough ſlone, of no 
-  Infrinſie value, but made valuable by the = 
genius of him who directs it. At preſent, 

\_ therefore, my 
To tention on two circumſtances ; the 


* 
3 
2 


8 of the activity and capacity of the King: 
wehen theſe are formed, there will remain 


* * 


5 no doubt either of his deſire to reign alone, 
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: or of the: N wiſh that he —_— - 
een months mult firſt elapſe, 
Land wh <buls: Ido in Sweden before that : 
dee We ought now: e think ef be. 
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open meaſures for the former: all that 
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Amſerdam, gth Oftober 1792. 


The idea of extending the King's mi- 
nority ſeems abſurd; but that he ſhould re- 
ceive a doſe of aqua-tophana, that he ſhould 
be killed gradual ly, is an pre £41 contri- 
vance which muſt not ſurpriſe us. Wo 2 
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Baron Armfelt to Mademoiſelle Rudenſtiold, = 
. ge» | Hague, 13th Oftober 1792. 
ä , DS = wt a 1 

k ; ; „„ E E 223% 5 © | \ 
I | will get the earlieſt information I can 


as to the letter in queſtion. Poor Stackel- 
berg has mate an effort to come e | 
. which, after all, he might ruin his credit 

at home, and 8 his W If the 
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E in of France do not bring about a change 
af ſyſtem in Sweden, we are ruined, and 
ſhall become a ſecond Poland, by the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitution of 1720. 
The Empreſs does not wiſh it, for ſhe has 
5 promiſed. to ſupport the King; but her 
Miniſters would be glad to ſee us embroiled, 
and the kingdom a prey to anarchy. The 
| great Catharine is not the ſame perſon; the 
energy and activity of her character - off 
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as we n increaſe. 
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* Baron Arafat to dagen Rudenſtiold. 
| Grimpen, 2855 Offeber 1792. 


5 from M. de Franc, Secretary 
of Btate, throws me into great uiteaſineſs on 
ee, King's account. He has given 
me aàn alarm b account of his health. Do 
-aqua oa, oe: een: ade 
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3 Arnfit to Madems el bade. 


| Broſſls 4th November 1792. _ 


- == 1 "EE that you have put all my 
papers out of ſight, and in ſome ſure way. If 

not, I conjure you by all that is ſacred in the 
world to do ſo. As to Ehrenſtrom, do not 
forget yourſelf ſo far as to truſt to any pro- 
teſtations he may make of his honour and 
attachment. He is a poltroon, and ſuch a 

character is always within the Lac of 
4s; _ we: ft : 
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Baron Arnfolt 16 Matdendjelle Rude, 
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Wit 5 to the Duke' s 1 * the 
Empreſs, I know for certain * ſhe has 
e "Fa * Fm | anfrered 
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him, and that ſhe requires of him 
- x6 limit the liberty. of the preſs, AGE to 
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ay the French Minifter Verninac. - 
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5 i 20. bare eee to Aminoff 3 your 
| al. He fays, in anſwer, that he; 


as 3 


approves | of your plan, but that: it ĩ i 


a 5 t fo. Joon ag | the month of” 


Hp; wife, 2 T Münee Her to plead 1 — 03 * 
i nliſereet enough to let 
ne er ;- that to go away. 

A out ſuch 2 pretex would make i neceſſary 


to open himſelf. to his father-in-law, 


: OE who would n into the reaſons, how 


des Were ſupported; Sc. Whereas | 
hof were with bly regimen at the 


2 . 
* | # 5 | 
s MR IG On Tee ö 0 
IS 4 8 teviex 
8 8 N has i ; 1 A 
i F 5 8 ; : bg "4 4s ; 


* 
- * - * * ; 
2 8 . 
4 * 
. * 
— 
8 
* 1 ; 
= * * 
0 ; : 
” « 
4 % 
- 1 * * 2 1 - * 
- 8 * 5 


"9 


— 


- * 
1 
$ + 4 


* 5 . — * 


%, 8 PR. , ; _ 
I , * . : 25 * . * 
5 — # 
47 * : . * - : * M 
l . — * by * PM 

1 LY g 
** ** = * 

* if: N 8 ; 


Sies in July, and then a walled: a year, r 
leave, at his father 8-in-law in Won 


he might get eaſily down to Pyrmont in f . 75 5 
September, and follow your plan as you”. 


have formed it. But, even in this caſe, you 


muſt furniſh him the means of travelling, 


which I did not, however, propoſe to him 5 285 


till he objected his pecuniary embarraſſments, : | 


He deſires then moſt earneſtly, . in order to 


 Induge the King to give him the letter for 


© "Empreſs, that you. will writ te to Bis oc 5 
Ne for that purpeſe. 5 Aminoff wil! 
undertake to deliver your letter, if I ſhoud 
not be here, arid; in the mean time, will 


vrite regularly to you. He fears, however, 
the obſtacle of a war with Ruſſia in the 
12 g, thanks to the ſecret negotiations of 
the Duke with the Turks and Poles: againſt 


Ruſſia; in Which eaſe his Royal Highneſs, 5 
may AR it right” to ſend troops to the 


. which is allo contrary to the laſt 
rreaty of peace. A courier arrived on Satin 1 


day from Peterſburg, which has made che 
Duke very thoughtful. It is feared that thy” 
e ane — * * PR to oxty6- 
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uties, ug that he will ke war, declaring 
himſelf attacked. The Finland Colonels 
have received their orders to join; and for 
this reaſon, Aminoff, who is not unknown 
to the Empreſs, wiſhes you to conſider 
what he ſays: he proteſts before God, that 
he is N to N ws laſt drop for the | 
King. 5 | * -; 


I have juſt learnt that Aminoff will not 
be allowed to be abſent from Finland. If, 
=. ones, his plan ſhould fail, 1 would pro- 
= poſe anoth r, but you muſt not ſuſpect me 
| [53 af a defire to loſe time; on the contrary, 1 
with to ſerve the King in a marked way. 
My idea is, to go from hence with Madame 
Divoff, and, having met you at Hamburg, 
to go on to Warſaw, where I ſhould ſee 
Toll, and from thence to Peterſburg, where 
- T might ſettle ſome points with the Empreſs, 
. and get back to you about January. You 
___ will judge of this expedient, as offered for 
8 want of a better. I have had no opportu- 
nity of giving the King the paper; you 
= we what 1 mean. I cannot * why, 
. 2 but 


— ene ee ee e eee ee eee eee 


n 
but for ſome days paſt he ſeems to avoid 


convinced of my deſire to ſerve him. 


Ag No. IX, 
Mad! emoi ja Rader to Baron Arnfalt, 


 Stotholm, 6th Feb. 1 79 a 


- 


l am ſtill 2 to give you any god 2 
news of the aun, but I beg yo not to * 


the blame on me. I do all can 
your withes, but in vain. ==. 


LE 


| durch. R 2 to a 2 


| Stckbatm, I. 2t Fe. 1 79 5 


* abe at laſt found means to tell the 


| | 5 King, that I had a paper to dellver to him. 


3 


3 


EY E LY 

| Us n nearly ais ma at the. 

ground. Am I allowed, ſaid he, io ſherw the 

. N paper to Count Gyllenftolpe ?. -No, Sire, 1 

45 8 a anſwered, / fbould wiſh no one to fee it. In 

* . that caſe, continued-the King; I Aare not re- 

I oy + ceive it.—Your Majc 995,1 replied, is with- 

bh © out doubt maſter. to do: what he likes beft ; but 

e 

wee. and diftreſſes me, and which Bros. 
1 . has Ok no. 28 to LEN. - 8 


me; £ * 


At el wards that King bluſked exceed- | 
5 1555 butg laid nothing in reply. This 

Fe proves that means have been 1 
to make him indifferent about us, and that 
we can reckon. no more on Gyllenſtolpe, 
ho has ſecured the confidence of the King 
dt our expence. Pray ſend me your opi- 
; nion on this event. As for. me, I on to 5 
Jou, a thunder- ſtroke would have diſmayed 
mue less; for if the King is not entirely 1 
725 x 5 25 our tide, and with unlimited. confidence, *. | 
| ll be impoſſible to ſucceed; in any thing. | 


n 
'# 


. *+ 


28 : .AS 2 . 8 Y good e ever N 


0 13 5 
nik too much if we admit im to our e. 
= 2 erets; he would 1 us, were it 1 12775 


£ Sg 
10 ee . R ee, to Boren alu. 
. Sell, 260 Feb. 98. : 


| What 1 ins already hte of 1 King' $ 
| Aer when I wiſhed to preſent the paper, 
will have prepared you for the bad news I * 

- (have now to communicate, and will pews | 
to you alſo, that the cabal has ſncceec 
ſouring the King againſt the faithful i 


of Guftayus III. Count Stackelberg com- 


plains of being treated coldly; Baron Taube = 
complains alſo.” This diſtreſſes me the more, 
| 28 loſe thereby all hope of perſuading the 
King to write to the Empreſs. I know be- 
_ fides that I have been held out to the N 
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5 h ee ae. denied there Was any change, and 


8 1 
my long conne Sion with a married man. 
You ſee that vexations are my lot. 


ad wo we iy 2+ *- Wit og 


do XII. 
aan, bel to Baron Aae. 


1 22 % March 1793: 


1 have had 4 e with Count 
 Gyllenftolpe on the ſubject of the King, 
and of the change I think perceivable in his 
ſentiments. The Count told me he obſerved 
it alſo, and that it aroſe from the means 
the Duke and his party employed to ſecure | 
the King's confidence, which he however | 
thought went more to flatter the King's pride 
than to change his ſentiments. The Count 
added that, after having for ſome time paſt 
pl ite; but that the King in ſome 


further 


150 
| further had * to 8 excuſes. 1 
have ſince learned, that Baron Bonde is 


very well with the King. Count Stackel- . 


berg has told me, that, if the King has 
changed his way of thinking, it will be im- 
poſſible for Ruſſia to meddle. I write all 
this, that you may PIES. againſt 1 it as well 
as. Fours 


No, XIII. 


* 


Marmol jel baute to . WY 
bud, gh Marc 1797" 


The Duke was ſearcely ſet off on Sunday - 


for Upſal, when a courier arrived from Pe- 


terſburg. He demands a clear anſwer as 
to the Duke's intentions of taking part in 
the war, or of remaining neuter; adding, 
that in the laft caſe the Allied Powers would 
look on him as their enemy, as they could 
not defilt from _ <a of chaſtiſing a 
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h you, wiſhed the 
"anxieties would be 

n end. It is pet ible that Baron 
Kade may ſucceed i in obtaining it, if you 


* 


4 


: ply to him. A man may determine the 
mater more aſl 7, and inſpire the neceſſary 
I am fo uneaſy ſince 
eſs rat I hots ql 
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5 f N Es 
we ſucceed, coſt what it may. I underſtand 


that Aminoff has ſecretly ſent a diſpatch to 


the Empreſs, but I did not get this from 
Stackelberg —proof certain that he is not 


ſincere towards me; nor has he mentioned 
his diſpatches in any way. I wc this. 


Rnd from St. Dells 


* Gap” friend Zibet Has cons 3 : 


n 85 depart. I am aſked, if I am not 
ſonry that the Regency thus ſeparates me 
from my friends; and I anſwer, No; that 
on the contrary each new folly was a tri- 
umph for the friends of Guſtavus III.; and 
in truth nothing does more honour to the 
laſt Government, for 
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Mademoi nail bull to Bari Arſe Re 
7 Stockholm, 2th March x79. 


* 4 


| White the Court was at Upfal, the ſtu- : 


_—_ 1 edged. of: | 


[3s py 
on” 
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- 
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ſome de 


wiſhed to get the appointment of Chancellor 
of the Univerſity of Abo, but Wachtmeiſ- 
ter has been preferred. \ How charming if 
their ambition and envy ſhould make them 
of character, if it be true, as is reported, 
that your diſgrace was no ſooner known n 


6695 
dents made up a little infurreQion, which 
has been honoured with much attention. 


The gentlemen actually ſent a deputation, 
to declare that they would keep quiet as long 
as the Royal Family was in the town: and 

on the day of departure a new deputation 


came to offer their reſpects to the Regent, 


who had the inconceivable indulgence of 


ſinking himſelf to receive the ambaſſadors of 
zen of blockheads, who, ee : 
been puniſhed as they ought, might have 


been lere within” reſpeatul bounds, « WE 


weaknak,! It is ſaid that Baron een 


It is not after all a place for men 


chan the members petitioned for another 


Chancellor, as if the boobies with an igno- 
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| No. XVI. 
| Mademoiſelle Rudenſtiold to Baron | Arnfelt, 
| Stockboim, 5th March 1793. 


Count Gyllenſtolpe called on me yeſterday I 
with the contents of your letter to Roſenſtein, 
and in fact to beg I would try at a converſa- 


tion with the King, for the purpoſe of bring- 
ing him back to his former way of think- 


= ing; for Gyllenſtolpe is exceedingly hurt 


with the change and the coolneſs the King 
ſhews him. I let him ſee that | remarked - 

it all, but that I feared the King had been 
ſo. cruelly miſled. in his judgment of me, 

that any- converſation of mine. would be 
without effect. I took the opportunity to 
make the Count feel, but in a delicate way, 
his unpardonable weakneſs in having on ſe- 
veral occaſions left the King alone with per- 


ſons, who he knew would endeavour to in- 


ſtil ſentiments contrary to ours —he Who 
ought never to have permitted the King to 
be out af his preſence ! 8 TO 
8 EE By Cc ' 7 5 


(my : 


ns 3 No. XVII. 


Stockbolm, 19th. March 1793 


1 called the other day on Count Stackel- 
* aſked me if the King had ſaid 
nothing about you, as it was of conſequence 
to him to know your poſition with reſpect 
to the King, and if you were ſure of the 
King's approbation of all you might under- 
take. To this I anſwered from myſelf, that 
I had talked of it to the King, who had told 
me he had promiſed you, when you went 
away, that he would regulate his conduct 
by your counſel and views, and that he 
would never forſake them. I hope I did 
well in anſwering ſo fatisfaQuorily, 8 
true, after all, that Stackelberg was ordered 
92 Owe to 7 make this oy: : 
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No. XVIII. 


2 2 R udenſtioldito to Baron Armfelt ; 


Stocaim, 22 Me 1793. 


I have run over your remarks in cypher, ' 
and diſcovered your intention. The idea is 
good, and the execution poſſible ; but I con- 
feſs I do not think we ſhall attain our pur- 
poſe. All here is from bad to worſe, and I 
know of no eaſy remedy. What you now 
' Propoſe is too mild to be efficacious ; for 
the Duke at preſent does nothing of him- 
ſelf: it all goes through Reuterholm, Sparre, 
Roſenſtein, and Engſtrom. A letter from 
the Empreſs would be ſhewn them imme- 
diately, and conſequently would produce _ 
nothing. However, as in buſineſs of this 

ſort we ſhould avoid the reproach of ne- 
glect of any kind, in order to ſave extremi- 
ties I will conſult Ehrenſtrom, who ſees | 
pretty well 8 . are in our poor 
. V 


0 63 * 


= 


( 22. | ? | 
„ XIX. : 
f n 1 Ss 1793. 


8 3 that the . 
Fs Armies makes the canmibals keep a little 
within themſelves. At this place the friends 
| of the latter have long faces at Piece of 
_ news that arrives, and they really begin to 


ED 22 lofe courage. Adieu the three millions of 


_ rix-dollaxs which Stael and Verninac ſo ge- 
.. nerouſly promiſed! Baron. Taube has in- 


formed me, that the firſt- named gentleman 


- is arrived in Paris. I would give my laſt 
_ halfpenny, if he had already announced to 


to che Convention, that the Duke acknow- 


ledged the Republic; for its misfortunes, and 
apparently its ruin, would oblige the Duke 
to recall that declaration with double ſhame. 


Tou ſee, the perſecuted admirers of Guſta- 


Fus II. have ſome pleaſing moments. The 
gentlemen of the Regency do all they can 


LD 
at i 
- , : 7 
we 


— 
4 + F * 


: 1 ceſſor. 1 


+088 5) 
to avenge us on themſelves, -and with more 
diſpatch than we could have expected, even 


if we had doubled the doſe of human folly. 
The Duke did not believe that the Empreſs | 


would call Count Stackelberg to her coun- 
cil. The conſternation here has been evi- 
dent; and the Duke having made Stackel- 
berg his implacable enemy has miſſed his aim, 
as he may now be more hurtful than ever, 


Do not you think that, to hide our play 
che better, I ſhould-take this occaſion to ap- 
pear without any connection with the Ruſ- 
ſian miſſion? Tell me if my idea is a go 
done. We ſhall be leſs obſerved, and our 


real communication will go on the better 
for it. The intrigue with Stackelberg has 


_ ſucceeded perfectly; he is in the firm per- 


' ſuaſion that he owes his recall to the con- 


 'trivances of the Duke and the Ruſſian Ma- 


dame Divoff, and believes that Madame 


Divoff wiſhed her NE to be e 


w 


"CS 


W XX. 


3 


8 Modems . laue. to Baron dle. 
dle 2915 March 1 79 p 


The Duke is very ay at bank car- 

ried matters ſo far with Stael, who has re- 
ceived orders to wait the iſſue of the French | 
affairs at Hamburg, and if they ſhould turn 
well for the 8 in that caſe to haſ- 
ten to Paris. In obedience to this mean 
ſpirit, Stael no ſooner heard of the taking of 
Breda, than, thinking the victory ſure for 
the French, he flew 'to' Paris, where he was 
ſcarcely arrived when the French were well. 
drubbed on all fides. © T hope now, as the 
Duke has embarked in ſo bad a buſineſs, 
that he will be obliged to retract, which will 
be a new triumph for us. In this way his 
R. H. is making himſelf the horror of | 


3 CCC 5 


4 


Mademoiſelle Rudeyſtild to Baron — 


N * 25 Stoctbin, on April 1793. 


Mineur tells x me e that Nordin, governor of; 
Dalecarlia, has changed ſides, and that, led 
by the Duke, he is become one of his par- 
tiſans. What baſeneſs, if true! He has 
at any rate choſen a very bad moment; for 
the diſcontent againſt the Duke increaſes to 
a moſt alarming degree. It is even faid, 
that he is diſpleaſed with the Nobleſſe; in 
ſhort, I believe the moment come for effect- 
ing what yon mention in your cyphered- 
remarks. I ruminate ſo much on theſe 
things, and on many others, that it does not 
Contribute a little to increaſe my fever. 


Gol en, al | 


 Steckbobn,) 12th April 1795 


1 aſſure vou I endeavour to acquit elf 
of your commiſſions as expeditiouſly as f- 
ſible, and you ſhall have a very circum n- 
tial account as ſoon as I am able to write a 
long letter in cypher. I have done what 
you recommended in your letter of the 22d 


February, and I hope you will be fatisfied 


with the meaſures I have taken; but pray 


meaſures you have taken I think we ſhall 


10 | | inſtead of * to the Duke, AE nd. 


ſend me the continuation you promiſed, for | 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that this affair 
ſhould be complete and clear. From the 


fſucteed. In two months more the Duke 
Will be in a moſt diſtreſſing want of money, 
: Which will facilitate our plan of gaining him 
With money. 1 muſt, however, propoſe a 
© trifling alteration : it is, that the Empreſs, 


2 " a ſecret FE 


4 
a ſecret agent, a perſon already known as a 


 Free-maſon of a high degree. Such a man 


would eaſily ſucceed. As to a letter, the 
Duke would ſhew it to Reuterholm, and all 
would be ſpoilt. It appears therefore ne- 

ceſſary, in the ſuppoſition of his giving into 
the ſnare, as I make no doubt he will, that 
| the attempt ſhould be made during the 


Kings) ney. in the ſummer, 3 


The — will * 25 ſeparated from 
his Miniſters, who, if things go right, will 
be diſmiſſed before he returns. If he ſees 
them, all is loſt, and nothing will be done. 
In ſhort, though you accuſe me in your let- 
ter to the poltroon No. 1. (Ehrenſtrom) of 
falling ſometimes into fits of vehemence, 
| which might be miſchievous to us all, T am 
not without hope of regaining the confi- 


0 dence of our timid friend, who otherwiſe 


will inform me of nothing. He is now in 
town, and called on me yeſterday after din- | 
ner to make obſervations on your project, 
. which- we found —_—_ and NY 
— bufullible. AF ag 


| * 
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ay ſerid you. {Tecond letter. received from 


one of our friends whom I wilt not name, 
but whoſe hand- writing you will eaſily re- 
collect. I fear Admiral Stedingk has filled 


him with falſe news ; for it is impoſſible that 
the friends, of the late King ſhould be treat- 


ed With contempt at Peterſburg ; ;. but it 
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to treat you in ſo inexcuſable a manner! 


(9) 


will ſucceed in diſcovering the worthleſs. 


being, though I ſhould be torn in pieces in 


the attempt. I will load my memory with 
ſimilar names, that I may have them ready 
in proper time and place. The events of 
the moment ſeem ready to unravel the con- 
fuſion in which we find ourſelves., E 
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N ue. Rudeyfiold to Baron = th, 


bleu, 255 4or 11 1 179%. i 


3 5 1 ſhall ſucceed - in 8 
Stackelberg to do what you require. But 
as to Gyllenſtolpe, I ſhould prefer being ſe- 
conded by a letter from you; for he has ſo 
high an opinion of himſelf, and of his ability 


in chooſing the beſt means of bringing the 
King to our party, that all I can ſay to him 3 
. will be in vain. nn this, be 


ee 


1 
* * * 1 


Þ 


r 
- 
"” 


lent meaſures, that he might ſatisfy his pri- 

- _ _ vate hatred of the Duke. Stackelberg has 
3 promiſed me to uſe his intereſt at. Peterſburg. 3 
1 „ * | . 


x4. 0. PEER 6,000 


6 


pe I neglect nothing which, 8 
p ou deſire ſhould be done. But where do 
vou think I could find a man fkilful and 


prudent? We have none ſuch here. God. 


grant me ſucceſs at preſent in obtaining the 


letter for the Empreſs !- I ſwear to you that 
I will do my beſt to make amends for my 


paſt awkwardneſs. Reckon on my . zeal, 


| prudence, and perſeverance. Among the 


King's gentlemen, I know not one, except 


Baron Munk, in whom I could confide, or 


who is bold enough, and even he is not 


Clever, nor tufficiently attentive : he King 
Duke, that the. 


_ are the oy per- 


ing notice. Pray tell me if you have ſent 5 


your plan to the Empreſs. I am as active 


'- an poflible in it, for I believe it to be the 7 
beſt we have fallen upon. But Stackelberg 1 
heſitates, and, I believe, would prefer vio« 


( 31 ) 
6,000 rix-dollars ; ; we ſhall ſee if he keep 
his word. | 


"No. XXVL 


| Madens jel bunu to Baron amen 1 


nei 196 May 1795 


| _ You will have ſeen by my converſation _ 

with Stackelberg, in my cyphered letter, 
What difficulties he thinks are in his way as 5 
to our plan. He has ſo good an idea of | 

his own addreſs, that it is impoſſible for him 

to adopt the ideas of another ; and he ftill 

maintains that the Duke would receive the 

money from the Empreſs, but would never- 

ttmeleſs deceive her. This is his reaſon for 3 

believing we ſhould wait two years longer, 

as the Empreſs would then ſupport the _ 
| revolution which the King himſelf would 

begin; eſpecially as ſhe then might require 

from the King, who would be ſcarcely firm bes 


(a) 


oh his throne, any conditions ſhe pleaſed. _ 
It is clear that Stackelberg aims at this, when 

be rejects your plan. He would ſillily per- 

ſuade me, the Empreſs thinks ſo highly of 
his perſon, that the Duke would never have 
been able to get that ſovereign to recall him, 


i the Duke himſelf had not begun by pro- 


miſing more important ſacrifices, and en- 
 gaged to bring the King to Peterſburg. I 
' believe nothing of this. All I could obtain 


from our converſation was a poſitive pro- 


miſe from Stackelberg to ſpeak to the King 
in the manner you deſire. In the mean 


time it-1s true that our preſent poſition needs 

8 ſpeedy ſupport, chat the King, when he 

' _ — alcends the throne, may not be in the miſer- 
; able IE Fs  dependance e oy 9525 
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No. n. 3 


dada Nele Rudeyhiold to Barin 4 fa t 
Polſeripes a latter of the 1715 an 1555 3 


Count Gyllenſtolpe has juſt left me, with 
the information that neither Reuterholm 
nor any of the Duke's favourites will ac- 
company the King on his journey in July. 
If, therefore, you write to Petefſburg, in 
order to be certain as to the Empreſs's ac- 
ceptance of refuſal of your project to win 
over the Duke by money, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to profit of the favourable opportunity 
of the Duke's ſeparation from his counſel 
lors. I will do my beft to prevail on 
Stackelberg to work to the ſame end with 
his private animoſity againſt the Duke, and 
of violent meaſures, which would fpoil all; 
for if ever his Royal Highneſs ſhould fuc- 
ceed in forming adherents} it will be when 
he is perfonally attacked. It would be uſe- 


C42) 
ful if I could find a way of reminding di- 
realy the Empreſs, by letter, of the neceſſity 
of not neglecting this opportunity. I would 
do it merely to gain time, or becauſe Stackel- 
berg thinks only of his own revenge. I 
have ſpoken to Baron Taube reſpecting this 
letter of the King to the Empreſs, but he has 
abt yet promiſed me his aſſiſtance without 
full deliberation. As long as he does not 
give me anegative anſwer, I ſhall continue to 
importune him; but, I muſt not conceal it, 
I abſolutely deſpair of ſucceeding with the 
King. Gyllenſtolpe aſſures me, that the 
Duke ſo loads che King with teſtimonies of 
friendſhip, that when he, Gyllenſtolpe, en- 
deavours to make the King diſtruſt them, 


he gets peeviſh and contradicts; and when 


the Governor goes farther, and, to irritate 
the King againſt the Duke, reckons up the 
Anſtances in which the Duke has been want- 


exactly attacking the King's weak ſide, that 
then he abſolutely denies the fact, or finds 
ſome weak excuſe in favour of his uncle. 
W is word uw word what Gyllenſtolpe 


3 told 


En 

told me. I alſo ſounded him on the head 

of a change of miniſtry, to be effected by us 
through Ruſſia, either with force or with 
money; and he did not heſitate in preferring 
the more gentle means; he thinks that the 
Empreſs ſhould begin by Reuterholm, whoſe 
honeſty gradually gives way, and who re- 
ceives preſents from all that offer. I did not 

at all agree with him, but convinced him 
that if Reuterholm was kept in the miniſtry, 
the alteration in affairs would not laſt two 
days; but that, on the other hand, if Reuter- 
holm were diſgraced, the others, would ſoon 
follow. Gyllenſtolpe preſumes, that the 
Duke, when he goes to Scania, will take the 
King to Copenhagen to let him ſee the 
Princeſs of Heſſe. It is true the King has 
ſhewn a fixed determination not to make 
any promiſe or engagement, and I hope he 
will keep his word; but Gyllenſtolpe does 
not truſt to it in this caſe, I knows from A 


, «FX 


E to be ſent to o Copenhagen to 3 
ment that Court on the arrival of the King 


ww 6 the frontiers, received a negative anſwer; 
D 2 . and 


(#1 - 
and that the Duke added, the commiſſion 
would be beneath him, and that a ftable 
groom was good enough to be ſent to ſo 
miſerable a Court. I had nothing better on 
my hands than to inform Reventlow, the 
Daniſh miniſter, of this circumſtance. He 
happens to be going away, and will take the 
_ anecdote in his heart: my hopes are, that 
the two Courts will cool upon it. Hi- 
_ therto I have heard nothing of a Diet, but I 
think it probable that' the Duke has given 
the Empreſs ſome promiſe on the ſubject, as 
an inducement to her recalling Stackelberg. 
That Ambaſſador tells me, he hears from 

home, that, on his arrival, he will be con- 
vinced the reaſons for his recall were ſuch as 
the Empreſs could not but liften to ; and he 
has promiſed to fend me a courier as ſoon as 
he has looked about him, under the pretext 
of having a-perſon here to direct the re- 
moval of his effects. I will inform you of 
this if it happen, and alſo of any hint of a 
the three orders. fte der 
en 1 will your opinion to 


Bureen 


(39 } 
Bureen Wallquiſt Nordin Hokanſon, but 1 
may venture to aſſure you that the party of 
the Duke will be exceedingly weak; he is 
generally hated. We have only to guard 
againſt Ruſſia coming forward too publicly 
in our affairs, for in that - caſe the Duke's 
party would be ſtrong, the fate of Poland 
having forcibly impreſſed all thinking minds. 
i ſtill think your laſt plan excellent; it is 
the only one that does not commit the inde- 
pendence, which the genius of the great 
Guſtavus procured us. Mineur has. con- 
ſulted me on the ſubje& of your letter to 
the Dalecarlians. My firſt idea was to ſend 
it myſelf in a feigned hand, and to addreſs 
it to the man who wrote to you on the 
King's death; in this way nobody would be 
committed, If my hand writing ſhould be 

diſcovered, I ſhall not be much concerned; 

I know already what to anſwer. Unfortu- 
nately we forget the name of this man, but 


the letter ſhall be ſent ſome how or other. 


Stackelberg js ſtill here; I ſhall ſup at his 
hotel to-morrow, Do not be uncaſy on the 
889 of my nen, with Madam Divoff; 
D 3 | ſhe 


(803-2 
ſhe learns no ſecrets from me; a very ſhort 
time ſufficed for the diſorery * ber- "op 
big * 3 


Fr, 


; — 


No. XXVII. 
| Modem) 1 * to Baron Armfelt. 


- Stockholm, 21/0 May 1793: 
tactberg 1057 me to ſay, that he has 
followed your directions in endeavouring to 
talk to the King, but that his Majeſty 
avoided him in a way that was mortifying. 
This is my caſe alſo, ſo that I am not yet 
certain if he has received the letter you ſent 
him from Venice. Gyllenſtolpe comma 
| that he * but 1 cannot ge _— it. 


2 
1 . 
1 & $3 - 
1 a, No. XXI. 


e Rudeyfhild to Baron Anmel. 


Stockholm, 24th May 179 3. 


= "Yeſterday Stackelberg had his audience of 
keave, ind he's much bun that the King 


* 


. 


aid only a few words. Gyllenſtolpe owns 
his fears that they have ſucceeded in making 

the King diſtruſt the Empreſs, by repre- 
ſenting to him the ſtate of Poland, and the 
poſſibility of ſimilar ſcenes here. It muſt be 
owned the conſideration is an alarming one. 
Baron Taube has juſt informed me, that 
he cannot make the application to the King 
vhich you require; and, remarking the dan 
ger of ſuch a ſtep, added, that he did not 
even, wiſh it were practicable. I ſuppoſe. 
he has talked of it to Gyllenſtolpe, which is 
the occaſion of the Governor's late viſits to 
me, to lead me on to a determination of 
ſpeaking to the King myſelf; but I cannot 
do it, not having your permiſſion. But I 
think that if you wrote to Gyllenſtolpe, en- 
cloſing a ſealed letter for the King, I could 
take upon me to give the packet to the Go- 
vernor in the King's preſence; for other- 
wiſe, fearful and uncertain as he is, it will 
be impoſſible to make him active; and 
Baron Taube's refuſal convinces: me that 
3 ele more is to be done with MY of the 
San: D 4 


pe 
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. Raati x Baron ae, 


9 >" Stockholm, 28th May 1793. 
1 1 in eypher to thy queſtions, 
1. I have done all I can to propagate in the 
provinces the ideas and principles you laid 
_— in your letters prior to thoſe of 19th 
and 23d April, which you defired me to 
entruſt to Ehrenſtrom, and which he this 
day returned. 2. I have made Stackelberg 
feel (and he was the only channel of com- 
munication with Ruſſfia) the neceſſity of 
your preſence in Sweden; and the more 
eaſily becauſe he agrees with me, that we 
have no one of ſufficient genius, praQtice, 
or eourage, for the conducting of the ma- 
chine, eſpecially if a Diet ſhould be afſem- 
| bled. Baron Armfelt, added the Ambaſſador, 

bas the Dalecarlians on his ſide, as I now 
— Now, as we are to correſpond without 
cypher through the Ruſſian Charge d' Af. 
faites Nottbeck, ſo that our letters will be 


* 


. Ruſſian miniſtry, I will, if you 
approve, 


( 44) 


approve of it, remind Stackelberg of all theſe 
circumſtances.—3. As to the King, I have 
endeavoured to make him ſenſible, as alſo 
Taube and Gyllenſtolpe, that no propaſal 
of marriage ſhould be liſtened to, except, | 
one with a Princeſs of Ruſſia. I ſend thee 
à letter which I - received from Ehrenſtrom. 
I have ſaid in anſwer, that his project of 
preſenting à memorial to the King was a 
good one; but that if he wiſhed it to be re- 
ceiyed, it muſt be ſhewn to his Governor; 
in the laſt converſation I had with Gyllen- 
ſtolpe, he told me the King had promiſed. 

him to receive nothing, and to. promiſe no- 
thing, without his knowledge. —Your letter 

to the Dalecarlians is ſtill in my hands; 
Mineur has promiſed me the name of the 5 
erſon who is to B e * 


No, — 
i le Rudenſkiold zo Baran - 
e MLS | Stockholm, 4th June 1793. 


All that 1 might ay in my defence would 
be uſeleſs, for your opinion is fixed; and: 
4 1 N vou 


| (4) | 
you are pleaſed to ſee me in the wrong, ap- 


parently, as a foil to the merits of others. 


This is not the firſt time, and in that reſpect 
you have always been unjuſt towards me; 
but as my complaints only ſerve to irritate 
you, I will be filent. I confeſs, however, 
that whenever I find you are diſſatisfied with 
y zeal to act as you deſire, I repent that 
ve ever had any connection with you, 


1 


except in our mutual love. How happens 
it, that when a ſcheme fails, you impute the 
blame to me, without conſidering that every 
thing is againſt me in the execution? that 


thoſe WhO ought to ſecond me are too 
daſtardly, or too much occupied with their 


own "intereſts, intereſts exactly contrary to 


yours ? Aſk Ehrenſtrom he will paint their 
characters, and tell you that it was he him 


ſelf who adviſed me to make Taube and 


Stackelberg believe that the plans were his, 
not yours; judging it to be the only way to 
induce thoſe gentlemen to adopt them, and 


that they would have refuſed them had they 
known you to be the author. You now ſee 
the difficulties 1 had to encounter on every 
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fide, I conjure you do not put my ability 
again to the proof. I call God to witneſs 
that J have done my beſt: but 1 had rather 
be conſidered in future as of no merit in 
your eyes, than be looked at under the 
A colours. 


No. XXXII. 
Mademoi nr Rudenſtiold 7 zo Baran Amel. 


Stockbalm, 715 June 1793. 
I now wok upon it as certain, and many 
other perſons are of the ſame opinion, that 
a Diet 1s inevitable. I have begged Ehren- 
ſtrom to call on me, were it only for an 
hour, in order to determine on the manner 
of ſpreading among the peaſants the reports 
which you wiſh to make public. Take 
your meaſures from what I now tell you. 
As for me, I ſwear by heaven and earth, 
that I will fulfil thy orders, and, ſhould I 5 
loſe my head, will neglect no means of un- 
ravelling their intrigues. In the mean time 
I gone them in the idea, that you are 


* 


( 44 ) 


indifferent as to your return. I own to you, 
I ſhould not now be forry to ſee you in the 
ſervice of ſome foreign power, and the ſooner 
the better ; for if you return, keeping your 
appointment of Miniſter, the firſt thing done 
will be ſeizing your perſon; or your return 
may be entirely prevented: but if you come 
back as attached to the ſervice of ſome fo- 
reign power, no one can put a check on 
7 ores * 


SIT HR XXII. 
»” dem Ji Rudenſtiold to Baron me. . 
3 8 e Jun 1793. 


ad dats morning in anſwer- 
ing the different points of your letter, which 
had remained/ on hand. However wrong 
you may think me, I ſhall not retract a word · 
of what I faid to you on the ſubject of your 
departure from hence, which I 'muft; ever 
_ diſapprove; of, both as loving you and my 
country. And now for your commiſſions. 
Je TEENS eee ee . 


one 


* 
R 
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one for the King and one for Hokanſon: 
| both of them were delivered. From that 
time, I have given Stackelberg to under- 
ſtand that your fortune was completely 
ruined; but he would not quite believe me, 

and objected, as a folly in you, the augmen- 
tation of your expences in ſending for your 
wife, and the order ſhe had given for a fine 
ſervice of plate, which were not ſymptoms 
of a moderate fortune, I anſwered nothing 

to this, and I have been ſilent on it to you, 
that you might not think hatred or jealouſy 
urged me to miſrepreſent her conduct. I 
have, as you deſired, ſpoken twice to Ehren- 
ſtrom to give me your papers, and he has 
very ſeriouſly aſſured me that they were 
burnt. Stackelberg alſo, as you wiſh he 
ſhould, believes you have the entire confi- 
| dence of the Dalecarlians; his mind is full 

of it, and of the neceſſity of your drawing 
near Sweden. I propoſe writing to him 
again, to keep up my correſpondence with 
him, in concert with Ehrenſtrom. In obe- 
dience to your wiſhes, Stackelberg alſo 
ſought an opportunity of telling the King 
55 We | | = it 
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in a clear manner, that the friendſhip- of the 


5 Empreſs would be uſeful to him, but the 


opportunity was not found. I alſo charged 
Gyllenſtolpe with the taſk of recovering the 
King's confidence, by mild and eaſy re- 
monſtrances, avoiding all ſort of explanation. 
I was convinced at the ſame time that my 
advice was uſeleſs; for he is obſtinate, and 
good advice hurts him, eſpecially when it 
comes from a woman. I have ſhewn your 


great plan in cypher to Stackelberg, who, as 


I told you, did not pay much attention to it : 
he aims at violent meaſures, to gratify pri- 
vate animoſity, Baron Taube is acquainted 
with a part of your plan, not from me, but 
from Ehrenſtrom, who aſſured me Taube 
approved; but when I ſpoke to him on the 
fame ſubject afterwards, he ſcarcely liſteneq 
to me, and ſaid only, rather abruptly, that 
the thing would go of itſelf, if vie had pa- 
_  tience: and Gyllenſtolpe approves, with the 

alteration before ſuggeſted, of beginning by 
buying over Reuterholm. As this would 
alter the whole, J am filent when the Go- 


vernor meets me. You already know why 
\ 1 | 1 have 


AI a 1 
I have not ſucceeded in getting a letter from 
the King to the Empreſs, 

Where do you ſuppoſe I ſhall find this 
quick and able man, who, with ſo much ad- 
dreſs and propriety, is eo direct the attention 
of the King to the great ſcheme of his father 
on Norway ? I defy you to point ſuch a man 
out. As to the Diet, and the reports to be 
ſpread among the peaſantry, and your letter to 
the Dalecarlians, I have till to ſettle thoſe 
points with Ehrenſtrom and Mineur. You 
deſired alſo, my angel, that I ſhould make a 
noiſe about the 12,000 rixdollars you were 
| Cheated of when you gave up your regiment ; 
but 1 am not heard with any attention. I 
have alſo done as you deſired with reſpect 
to the poſſible marriage of the King with a 
Princeſs of Heſſe. Theſe are all the com- 
miſſions I have received from you ſince my 
return from the country laſt autumn, and 
my report on the manner of e 
them. 


(4&4) 
No. XXXIV. 
Modem e to Baron raya 


3 24 Jul 1793- 

Ebrenlbom i is 8 that theſe Preparatives 
are for a Diet, and that we are loſt if the 
| Empreſs does not vigorouſly interfere. Alt 
is gloomy with him to-day, and he has ſo 
wrought on my imagination that I ſee as 
gloomily as himſelf. He writes to you— 
Anſwer him, and flatter his yanity as muck 
as you can. As to the reports among the 
_ peaſantry, he ſays the meaſure is a bad one, 
and is ſurpriſed you ſhould charge me with 
it; he is ſure that nobody forgets my ſex. 
1 did not mention to him the letter to the 
Dalecarlians. Once more, write, and flatter ; 
him with an air of circumſpection and fore- 
fight, for he complains of your wanting 
theſe qualities; and it is of great importance 
to us to preſerve his friendſhip and confi- 
dence, for you will find no perſon ſo capa- 
ee Lap. wn what paſſes. 


113 xxxv. 


Nias xxxv. 
Mademoiſelle Ruderſtiold to Baron Anil. 


| Stockholm, 14th July 1 793 


Our friend Aminoff took leave to-day; 


and it was time, for he began to be amorous, 
which embarraſſed and teaſed me. This 


proves to me that I am not fit for affairs, 
ſince I very innocently embroil every thing, 


either by the jealouſy of the women or the i 


fooliſh fancies of the men. If Aminoff had 


remained here any longer, we ſhould have ” 
ell, and our affaire would * * - 


feted.” 


No O. XXXVI. 8 
Madeno iſelle EET 10 Baron am. 


Drettningholm, 1 oth OR: 1793. 
ES to your deſire, I have conſult». 


ed thoſe who call themſelves your friends, on 


your return to Sweden, and they all diſap- 


more of it. They reaſon thus: Why ſhould 


; Baron 


af 


(5) 
Baron Armfelt come to any conditions with 
his enemies? It is however what would 
happen, if, to obtain permiſſion to return, 
he were obliged to promiſe to keep quiet: 
once returned, he would be neceſſitated to 
break his engagement, to deceive the public, 
or his party, which would perhaps take the 
opportunity of his return to break out a 
circumſtance that ought not to take place till 
the King has reached his ſixteenth year. 
But, ſuppoſing his party not to ſtir, could 
Baron Armfclt deſtroy the impreſſion which 
he will make in ſo critical a moment, if the 


puhlic are accuſtomed to ſee him, like other 


men, talking confidentially with the Duke, 
who would certainly obſerve an attentive 
conduct towards him before the world? 
How would he demean himſelf on ſuch oc- 
caſions, ſurrounded too as he would be at the 
fame time by ſpies, who would report even 
his ſecret thoughts as tending to excite miſ- 
chief Then how would you behave as to 
_ the King? Would you, to gain his good. 
Will, become the rival of a De [a Garde or 
7 Bae It would de beneath - you : and 
$0785 | =: before 


(5 
before the King took the reins info his own - 
hands, or at leaſt had the deſire of doing ſo, 
he would not want your ſervices—indeed,not 
till the moment of turning the iſſue to his ad- 
vantage. You muſt not mix with his other 
favourites; your intereſt requires that you 
| ſhould not even ſhew yourſelf till you are 
neceſſary, when you may be ſure of the 
Royal confidence, and of your own power. 
You would be eſides ſtir up the jealouſy and 
envy even of your own party, who would 
not lize to ſink before your genius, however 
they may ca] jole you at a diſtance. When 
the criſis comes, you may ſeize on power 
without their perceiving it. I had theſe ideas, 
my angel, from Schroederheim, who came 
yeſterday to ſee me by appointment, and to 
have an explanation on the ſubje& of the 
wrong 1 believed he had done you, as to the 
place of Governor of one of the Provinces. 
He added that he would himſelf write to you 

to this purpoſe, if he did not with to avoid 
any poſſible miſconſtruction that might diſ- 
| turb the confidence now ſubſiſting between 
h you; ; for, added he, my dear Armfelt ſome- 
* 9 times 
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| (58-3 
times truſts blindly to friends who have of- 
ten betrayed him, and is ſhy of thoſe who 
are his moſt honeſt counſellors: if I wrote 
to him, he would n me of ſome ſiniſ- 
ter views. 


| No. XXXVII. 
a ee Rudenſtiold 10 Baron Armfelt. 
|  Drattningholm, 18th 02. 1793. 
© 2 you do not approve of the morning 
viſits which are made to me, it will be eaſy 
for me to keep the door cloſe ; but would it 
not ſavour of affectation, to except merely 
my political friends, ſuch as Lagerbring, 
Franc, Ehrenſtrom, and I can't tell whom ? 
As long as I admit the viſits of gentlemen, 
ſtories will ſpread on my account; but I 
1 Have" e, all 1 can to cid . 


No. XXVII. 


aue. Rudenftiold a menen Arnfels. ah 
"© Drettningholm, 22d OA. 1793 


1 bare given Count Gyllenſtolpe your 
ener and 1 * time my 


Sg 2 os h 
| 3 eyp er, 


G 
cypher, which he has ſent back. He ap- 
peared pleaſed with the precautions you had 
taken. I have alſo given your note to Forſter, 
the keeper of the Opera Coffee-houſe. 


No. XXXIX. 
Mademoi ifelle bab to Baron AO 


B Stockbolm, . Nev. 1793- 


* have fulfilled your commiſſion reſpect- 
ing the King, who bluſhed to the white of 
| his eyes; but he ſaid nothing—which ſur- 
priſed me. I mentioned it to Gyllenſtolpe, 
who ſaid he had not yet given the letter to 
the King. His Majeſty left Drottningholm 
with regret, and aſked me if I was not forry 
on the ſame account. I anſwered, I was 
ſorry only that I ſhould not now be able to 
ſee him every day. He looked at me with 
an air of ſatisfaction, which makes me think 
wy compliment gave him ſpecial pleaſure. 


( 5+ 5 


FP ORs fell klub to Baron Arſe,” 


22d Nov. 1793. 
Lagerbring has juſt left me. He begs me 
to fay that it is time you thould think of 
leaving Italy, and of approachin g Sweden, 
but to ſtop in Germany. - His reaſoning i is 
as follows: He ſuppoſes it certain that you 
will loſe your place, either directly or when 
circumſtances may neceſſarily bring you to 
| Stockholm ; and then, if our plans fail, how - 
will vou fave your fortune ? ? For, if the op- 
poſite party prevail, you will nat be i in the 
2 of foreign Powers ſo important a. per- 
nage as to induce them to give you the 
ame brilliant advantages, which they would 
think neceſſary while matters went well. 
| He thinks therefore, that if you give your 
enemies time, you will be ſtripped of every 
: thing ; ; and that you. ſhould make a ſtand 
now, when all Europe would ſee they were 
wrong. This would facilitate your return, 
which I really believe will ſoon be neceſſary, 
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5 1 W fg XII. 
Aue fe Ile R MW to Baron Arm 
#4 10 + © Stackbolng 26th Nov. 1793. 


5 dee ks ſeen Lagerbring ; and: what 
he ſays makes me beg of you to come home, 
I mean, to come near Sweden. Endeavour 
to get rid of your poſt in ſuch a way as may 
put Government in the wrong, and to be 
free to act in the neighbourhood; not later 
than the month of April or May. But do 
not come here till the moment the revolu- 
tion is ready. It cannot be long delayed, 
and will require no aſſiſtance — to ſuch a 
pitch are men's minds mounted. But you 
muſt meet it with ſenſe and courage; for 
the Jacobins may ſtep in for their own ends, 
and ſpread ruin in every direction, unleſs 

they ſhould be headed by ſuch a one as 
yourſelf, of whoſe character they have a 
high opinion, who might ſo uſe his authority 
as to turn their enthüſiaſm in favour of the 
King, and from their own miſchievous prin- 
ciples, which the greater number have not 

17 E4 A adopted 
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adopted but banks the Duke has irritated 
them by taking away the places given them 
by the late King to ſecurexheir attachment. 
It is only to me that Lagerbring has thus 
- opened himſelf, for he truſts neither the 
weakneſs of Gyllenſtolpe nor the egotiſm of 
Taube. I ſolemnly beg of you to ſpeak of 
it to no one: the fewer there are in the ſe- 
cret, the greater will be our ſafety. But he 
events are ready to break dut; for the Duke 
might proceed to extremities, and prevent 

$4 eee or even rſs an in om 
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22 2 to Baron 2 


5 Stockholm, 5 Nov. I 1793: 

1 be f new ales (Count Romanzow) 
and myſelf continue on the ſame diſtant 
footing. I met him yeſterday at Gyllen- | 
| ſolpe's aſſembly, where he ſpoke to the next 
perſon without naticing me. There is no 


E 
harm in this, but I thought it odd and un- 
civil. I had another odd adventure at the 
ſame aſſembly, which was numerous. Nott- 
beck came to preſent me M. Adaduroff, juſt 
arrived from Peterſburg. He brought with 
him a letter for me from Stackelberg. Every 
look was upon me, and I was filly enough 
to redden to the white of my eyes. In 
ſhort, I was ſo embarraſſed that I had no- 
thing to ſay to Adaduroff, who muſt have 
thought me awkward enough. Stackelberg 
wiſhes to know if Engſtrom at London is 
charged with the negotiation of a marriage 
with an Engliſh Princeſs, and if I think the 
King inclined to ſuch a match. I preſume 
I may tell him what I think; it might give 
me weight with the Empreſs, who, I hope, 
will ſee my letter. I muſt not look to 

Ehrenſtrom for any help in this buſineſs : 
| he told me lately that he would not liſten 
when there was nothing to be heard. = 


658) 


MM. os enfirom to Baron Armfelt. 
Diurnas, 23d Fanuary 1793- 


it: amiſs that I have 
kept the late King's letters to you ſo long in 
my poſſeſſion. I did not know how to con- 
vey them to you. They are beſides ſafely 
depoſited with agent in the Caſtle ord 
ers wel 
Wh are we * of s . 
that begins by png he us of the 
preſs, at a moment when other Powers are 
_ obliged to limit ey I enjoyed during the 
war, and by: the ſpecial favour of the late 
King, my adorable benefactor, it was con- 
tinued to me in peace, ai revenue of ſome- 
thing more than goo! rixdollars. I am now 
reduced to a penſion of 300, My little bit 
of land yields 200 more, after the intereſt of 
my debt is paid. The whole is 500 rix- 
dollars. I do not reckon on the 400 you 
know of, and — Lowe to your friend- 
+ © "Sip; : 
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ſhip; for it appears that Gyllenſtolpe is not 
too diſpoſed to keep his promiſe, 
. Mu. 
Polterip u the progeding Letter. | 
The Empreſs is rich enough to grant a 
{mall penſion of 7 or 800 rixdollars to him 
who had the honour of counterſigning the 
treaty of Werela, and who without ſuch'aſ 
ſiſtance would now be reduced to want, for 
remaining faithful to the memory of his 
King and benefactor. I would not accept 
this penſion without the King's leave, nor 
keep it beyond his majority. Baron Taube 
ſhould. ſpeak of it to the King, and the am- 
aſſador not ſpeak of it to any one. Even 
| Gyllenſtolpe ſhould not know it, for he is 
entirely in the hands of his fon-in-lave: vow: 
A germ TROY fx 
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In addition ta a letter of, the 1550 fab. 159g · 


ed note * canvince: you that 
1 am 
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J am not ſo idle a8 you imagine. I will 
only add here, that it is neceſſary we ſhould 
have a zealous man on the ſpot, eſpecially 
at a time when all who were attached to the 
late King are ſent away. I have ſpoken to 
Weſtman, who is worth ſomething. | I have 
alſo; ſecured the peaſants in this diſtrict, 
where I might be very uſeful if 1 had mo- 
ney. Pray get over this obſtacle for me in 
the way I have mentioned. It is not likely 
that a revolution of any ſort will take place 
this year, which is one of my reaſons for 
not. going away ſo ſoon. The beſt change 
that could happen would be that I hinted in 
my letter to Aminoff, and which came firſt 

rom you. But we have to ſtruggle with 
the indeciſion, the alarms, and the ſelfiſhneſs 

of ſo many. We muſt in the mean time be 

on our guard, and take advantage of what 
happens. Count Ruuth is incenſed, it is 
true, but I would not truſt him with a 
ſcheme ef this ſort. The great thing for 
me is not to die of hunger. I ſhould hope 
that at Vienna you may begin this negotia- 


1. nr the means of Roſaumoſeky. . Town 


MP | | the 


PSF: 
the difficulty, but the neceſſity is indifpen- 
fable, _ iy motives ay ir. 


No. XLVI. 
Copy of a Leiter to J. Fr. Ani communi- 
cated to Count * 


J learn that you are on the point of quit- 
ting the capital, as many of the late King 8 
friends have already done. Your crime, 
mine, and that of our friends, is our not 
having ſhared in the aſſaſſination of our 
King. The perſecutions we undergo, the 
low vengeance of which we are the object, 
the calumnies ſpread on our account, can- 
not but do us honour in the eyes of Europe, 
and particularly of that good people who 
never pronounce the name of Guſtavus III. 
without veneration and emotion. As to our 
private intereſts, the conduct of our enemies 
is of the greateſt utility, and we ſhould not 
forget that it is ſo. But an object of greater 
conſequence, which ſhould fix our attention, 
is the en of our young King, and of 
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| the political arrangements of Guftaves III. 
that is to ſay, of the Conſtitution which he 
gave Sweden, and without which Royal 
authority amongſt us would be a miſchie- 
vous ſhadow, as it was under Frederic I. 
and his ſucceflor, when the country was rent 
by foreign factions, and all directed againſt 
ö the I. | 


"The tate of the Shiites NO. excite in 
us the moſt anxious ſollcitude in all reſpects; 
and it cannot be difputed that, if the preſent 
courſe of affairs is not changed, we ſhall 
ſoon be on the brink of ruin. On one ſide. 
the Jacobins' employ all poſſible means and 
ä activity to undermine the throne, and to 
prepare for a general inſurrection, which 
however, 1 think, can take place only in 
ſome of our towns, the people of the cotin- 
try not being ſufficiently prepared for a re- 
volution of ſuch extent. On the other 
hand the Regency, conducted by the enthu- 

\ fiaſm of the Chancellor of the Court, Eng- 


ſtrom, does every thing to effect a total 


— dung af out political Hen with regard 
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4 
to foreign Powers. I know from very good 
authority, that the Regeney, ſhackled by the 
treaty of Drottningholm, and fearing the 
energy of the Empreſs, is determined to 
break with Ruffia, and to throw itfelf into 
a quadruple alliance with France, the T urks, 
and the mak-contents in Poland. I was one 
of the firſt to diſcover this ſingular eircum- 
ſtance, but the friends to whom I have men- 
tioned it will not believe me. I fear, how- 
ever, that we ſhall ſoon fee the opening of 
this project, ſo worthy in all reſpects of its 
author. To this plan of foreign politics is 
tacked another for our internal government, 
equally pernicious to the King, te the State, 
and to all their friends. It is that of chan- 
ging the Conſtitution, and of re-eſtabliſhing 
the Senate and Ariſtocracy; a ſyſtem, which, 
as we all know, could oy, laſt long in the pre- 
ſent fermentation of men's minds, and which 
would bear us off to popular phrenſy and 
to French democracy: add to this the 
ſcheme- of prolonging the King's minority, 
and of augmenting the prerogatives of his 
Tutor, that be * ill be conſidered as : 
the 


1 CO} 
che moſt important perſonage in the king- 
dom, even after the coronation of his ne- : 
phew; and with all this we muſt not forget 
the haſtening of the intended marriage of 
the King with the daughter of Prince 
Charles of Heſſe. Agree with me, my 
friend, we are undone if all this take place, 
and that it is our duty to ſtrike at the root 
of the evil before it begins to flouriſh. —If 
the allied powers had followed the advice of 
the King of Sweden and of the Empreſs, and 
taken vigorous meaſures againſt France in 
| the beginning of the troubles, Louis XVI. 
would never have died on the ſcaffold, nor 

Jacobiniſm have riſen to maturity, The. 
only mode of acting on ſuch occaſions is the 
rapid one with which the Empreſs has ef- 
fected her meaſures i in Poland. Our ſitua- 
tion is that of the Poliſh Republic, and none . 
but the Empreſs can ſave us, but not in the : 
ſame 1 manner. | 


£7 e to os the Ambaſſador before 
your departure, and tell him, in the name 

2 of 5 Who are attached | to the King, and 
| [ who 
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who conſtitute the force of the natiofi, that 
nothing could unite us more with Ruſſia, 
or fix our adoration for the Empreſs, than 
the ſignal ſervice ſhe would render us} in 
delivering us, while the opportunity is good, 
from a weak and culpable Government, that, 
unfortunately and fhamefully for the north 

of Europe, roſe immediately after the death 
of the great man who was worthy the efteent 
and 9 of Catherine II. 


I keep firm to the plan I have already 
mentioned to you, as the only feaſible one, 
that of beginning by declaring the King's 
minority at an end, and giving him the 
Council named by the late King his father. 
This will be beſt underſtood by the nation 
it is ſimple, and eafy of execution; and all 
that Ruffia need require would then be, to 
order the Ambaſſador to fupport the revolu- 
tion by a declaration of the Empreſs, approv- 
ing and wks what had been done. | 


. The cath TRY LA the cle G0. 


vernment ; which would 2 he publiſhed 
. are 


(1) 
are but too numerous; and they will be more 
fo, if it be true that the States are to be a- 
ſembled, which is . e to ms 
WO r 0 1 x: 


ow * Ambaſſador: als . nature © of 
our reſources; and aſſure him from me, that, 
animated with the defire of being uſeful to 
the King, the ſon of my benefactor, and to 
my country, I am ready to undertake hat- 
ever may contribute thereto, 


No. XIII. 


. l Ebrenfren to Baron Arſe 


| | Diurnas, I 5s March 1793. 
I do not know how you will underſtand 
the communication Mademoiſelle Ruden- 
ſkiold has made me of your memorable re- 
marks of the 22d February, containing your 


WI: ideas on a revolution in Sweden ; but I aſſure 


8 
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you that they have afforded me the greateſt 
IT, and that T adopt them with my 
1 Þ Wye) expreſſed the ſame. 

— 8 
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approbation to Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold, 
and begged her to follow your orders with 
all the care ſhe is miſtreſs of. One of the 
four papers incloſed in my letter to Vienna, 
will have given you my ideas on the ſame 
ſubject. They do not advert to the expe- 
dient, which I on had ſcarcely occurred to 
me, of bringing over the Duke by the means 
of money. But this difference in the choice 
of our means ought not to ſtop our career. 
All roads lead to Rome. We have only to 
chooſe the ſureſt way of arriving at the hap- 
pieſt iſſue. A principal point will be the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the Council, ſuch as it was at 
the death of the King, and to clear the Go« 
vernment of Jacobins ; the reſt will go on 
of itſelf, and the country will be ſaved from 
ruin. 


. have had the FOR ey to tell me, 
chat, being in correſpondence with the Em- 


preſs, you could bring about che affair of my 
penſion, and you wiſh me to get Baron 
Taube to ſpeak. of it to the King, that no 


bad . may exiſt againſt me in 
2010 : Sr 2 future. 
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future. I am ſenſible of the propriety of 
this remark; hut I beg you to conſider how 
important it is that the propoſal ſhould come 
from the Empreſs ; and when once the Am- 
baſſador has made known to me the gracious 
intentions of the Empreſs, it will be eaſy to 
ſpeak of it to Baron Taube, without the ap- 
pearance of my having begged the favour, 
however my reduced finances may juſtify it. 
To the conſideration of the perſonal utility 
which I ſhould find in the ſucceſs of this 
buſineſs, Fadd the more important one of my 
being infinitely more uſeful than I am at 
| preſent in our common and Think of 

— = INS > 
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No. xLVII. 
N. Ebrenſrom to Mademioi zelle Rudeyſtiold.. 


I have juſt learnt a piece of news of the 
_ greateſt conſequence : it is, that Papa Stackel- 
berg is recalled, though in your letter of the 
5th you ſay poſitively that you are certain 
* ** 1 wry with the greateſt 
es 4 impatience 


(G®) 
impatience for news from our friend: I fear 
that my laſt packet will not have found him 
at Vienna, and that Nolken will have re- 


ceived orders to ſeize the papers which may 
arrive there for him after his e 


we XLIX. 
Me. en fo Baron Arnett 


 Stockbolm, 12th April 1793 


| Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold and myſelf 
have talked over fully the contents of your 
_ cyphered letter, &c. and we ſhall endeavour 
to find the beſt means of anſwering the end 
you propoſe. She will herſelf write to you 
by this poſt. 57 | I pot 


r 
A. Ebrerom to Baron Aufl. 


Diurnas, 2745 April 1793. 


Beſbre I anſwer your poſtſeript, 1 ſhould 
notice the charming letter which accom- 


F ; panied 
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panied it. The firſt lines ſhew that you 
are already well informed of the happy and 
- glorious ſucceſs of the allied armies againſt 
France. If Guſtavus III. had lived, he 
would have taken a ſhiare in thoſe efforts for 
the reſtoration of tranquillity in France, and 
he would alſo undoubtedly have had his ſhare 
of the indemnification. Nothing prevents us 
from believing that Norway would have been 
abandoned to him — precious conqueſt, which 
would have paid the debts of this king- 
dom, and put the country in a reſpectable 
. Mate! = . 3 
:Pofiſeript. The memorial to the Em- 
preſs is excellent, and I am much obliged to 
you for the communication. I beg you to. 
'believe, that, agreeing with you on the prin- 
cipal point, our ſentiments cannot change as 
to the manner and means of execution. If 

we arrive at our end, a turn more ar leſs 
about will ſignify nothing. I ſhall follow 


5 your advice exactly. I continue to believe 


the poſſibiliry: of declaring the King of age; 
hot 8 * * * * of Ruſſia; 
pin . but 


- 


n 
but the expedient you propoſe is perhaps 
better: I will detail to you ſome other time - 
my opinion upon it. In any event our two 
plans are on the ſame principles, of which 
the chief is, that the King be admitted to the 
Council, and that the Jacobins be driven out. 
The ſhorteſt way would be that you ſuggeſt 
to Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold, to win over 
the Duke with a ſum of money. It is but 
too true that a coolneſs is obſervable be- 
tween the King and Mademoiſelle Ruden- 
ſkiold, which has prevented. her from exe- 
cuting the important commiſſion you put 
into her hands. I ſhall deliberate further 
with her as to the means yet remaining. 
As for your circular letter to the Dalecarlians, 
it might undoubtedly be uſeful; but it might 
alſo be dangerous and fatal to you, by giving 
your enemies the handle of a proſecution, 
for having endeavoured to ſtir up the people. 
Circumſtances appear to require that you 
ſhould keep quiet ſome time longer, at leaſt 
as to internal affairs, I preſume that the 
_ perſon you ſend to Peterſburg is your pri- 
vate Secretary, oF whom 1 have heard hand- 
| -F 4 fs 


3 
ſome mention. I ſhall be very glad to be 
| perſonally acquainted. with him, if it could 


Gyllenftolpe has written me 2 very fine con- 
haftened by Mademoziclte Rudenſiiold, who 
wiſhed two feel his pulſe, feems to indicate 
as to us. The infuſfrciency of my means, 
as you well know, ties me down. It would 
be highly uſeful if you could get the obflacie 
removed. "The Ambaſſador is ſtill here, and 
will polfibly remain. What a mortification 
would this be to our Government ! And 
——— — oa 
E 
Iemer, fays that it is concerred in the ſtyle of 
du, and ther the anfir 4 
* 
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, AL. Ebrexfrom ts Baru Anal. 
1, 26th 17. 
T have juſt received your letter from Ho- 
rence, and Mademoiſcile Rudenſkioid has 
fent two of yours of the 19th and 23d April, 


om as occurred. The turn of mind which 
it has been contrived to give the King, is 2 


Ie, it may be put in cxecution. More of this 
hereafter. If our fate depend on Ruffra, I 
fear we have Tale good to expect from that 
quarter, at beaſt if we may judge from the 
caſe with which the Duke obtamned the 1o- 
— N 
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note of the 21ſt reſtores me to life. I be- 
* Heved myſelf forgot, and ſo much the 
more, as Papa Franc ſeems determined this 
nage paſt to ſay nothing of your concerns. 


I return you the two intereſting papers 
you have been ſo good as to confide to 
me. I have been ſo long in decyphering 


them, as well as the Baron's letter to me, 
that I have only a few minutes left. No- 


thing can be more againſt us than the new 


way of thinking taken up by the King. 


It changes every thing, and forces us upon 


expedients that we ſhould otherwiſe regard 


28 ineligible, and even hurtful to our inte- 
reſts. As long as the King continues as he 
is, it will be uſeleſs to think of the different 
ſteps recommended by Baron Armfelt: what 


pet ? If Baron Taube 


has oft che King's confidence, I know: no- 
| body who can reſtore it to us, If you can 


point out any one who is equal to the taſk 
of regaining us the favour his Majeſty has 


but too readily withdrawn, I would propoſe 
the following expedient. I will write a 


in which, 1 will endearour to 
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deſcribe, and juſtly, the real ſituation of the 
King, the danger he runs in truſting to the 
aſſaſſins of his father. This Memorial ſhall 
be given to him by ſome faithful hand (which 
you muſt find), and on the condition that 
the King ſhew it to no one. It ſhall be 
ſo drawn up as to enlighten the King with- 
out alarming him ; and, being his private 
Secretary, for which I am paid, I ſhould not 

heſitate to ſign the paper, if you thought it 

proper ; but when we are ſo far, how 'ſhall 
ve approach the King, prejudiced as he is in 


| ſo cruel a manner againſt us? It is a happy 


circumſtance for us all that you keep up'an 
intimacy with Count Stackelberg, provided 
you do not commit us by it; and it might 
be uſeful if he had a copy of our cypher, 
unleſs you ſhould like a new one for your 
correſpondence with him. The Diet is not, 
I believe, ſo near as we were given to expect; 
and, on the other hand, I fear, whatever our 
friends may ſay, that the Empreſs is. not 
more diſpoſed to ſecond our efforts than ſhe 
has hitherto ſhewn herſelf. Stackelberg's 
gs is a bad n for why ſo much 
„ INT 
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complaiſance for a Miniſtry whoſe hearts ate 
Jacobin ? I bewilder myſelf in reconciling it 
with the known energy of the Empreſs. 
Our friend is as deſtitute of money as myſelf, 
which checks all we would and could per- 
form; and the evil is without remedy. 
Why did he accept this curſed miſſion to 
Italy? he might now have been near at 
hand; but our repentance is too late. I 
know Lagerbring's antipathy againſt Ruſſia ; 
it is confirmed by the unjuſt proceedings of 
thoſe who are allied againſt . which 


a He) 


"> oa. 
1 Ebrenftrom to Baron Arnfelt, 


4 "wh 1793, ſent wil. Inter of the 1376 Mons, 
| Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold has ſhewn me 
your melancholy letter of the 4th May, 
We have no hopes then from Ruſſia, and 
are to ſuppoſe that the arguments of the 
Rufſhan Miniſtry have got the better of the 
generoſity of the Empreſs, Let us yield to 
een | | Dur 
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our fate with patience and reſignation, and 
accuſtom ourſelves to the idea, that the 
aſſaſſins, of Guſtavus have ſucceeded in fix- 
ing their power on unſhakeable ground : but 
this cannot be ; they will ruin themſelves, 
though ſlowly, by their own folly, and vio- 
| lence, His Excellency Reuterholm is the 
man of all others to overturn his own patty, 
by his inſupportable pride and preſymption. 
He and his tribe have it in common with 
the French Jacobins, whom they reſemble 
ſufficiently in other reſpects, to carry on de- 
ſtructive war among themſelves. It would, 
however, have been well for us, if the Em- 
preſs had meddled a little with our affairs, 
though otherwiſe than in Poland. It would 
have rouſed our courage, and been a ſtandard 
to repair to: but then we muſt have been 
ſure of two circumſtances, 1. of the diſinte- 
reſtedneſs of her Imperial Majeſty, (and tell 
me, could we have been ſure of it ?) and 2. of 
the King s approbation. This laſt matter is 
of the greateſt importance, and unfortunately 
all we know relative to it is contrary to our 
views. The cajoling of the Duke, and the 
indifference 


( 
| indifference or treachery of thoſe who are 
about the King's perſon, added to Count. | 
Gyllenſtolpe's weakneſs, have conſpired to 
deceive the King, and to deprive us of his 
confidence. I had imagined a way of avert- 
ing this miſchief, by giving the King, in my 7 
quality of his private Secretary, a Memorial 
which ſhould have contained a true picture 
of the views of the Regency, and of the 
King's ſituation, and of thoſe belonging to 
him. We ſhould have opened his eyes 
without hurting his ſight, or forgetting his 
age. But this is all ſet aſide by the objetions - 
in Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold's letter of 
| yeſterday, in which ſhe proves the ay 
COP" wks: execution. | le ad 


— 1 mch, "AS <A as 1 King's 8 
trembling and diſcouraged, is too obſtinate 
to let the King be ſhewn his real intereſts, 
the evil muſt remain, on that fide at leaſt, 
without remedy, and it is time only that can 
clear away the miſt. But you, my General, 
could not you depict to the Empreſs a ſtrik- 
ing reſemblance of our miſerable condition, 


G | 
and convince her, that the King's conduct, 
inſtead of being his own, is attributable to 
his being in a poſition ſimilar to that of Louis 
XVI.? And how can we expect from him, 
in ſuch a predicament, an exact knowledge 
of his danger, or imagine that his actions 
are the reſult of his own will? s 
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. Ebrenfirom to Baron Amel. n # 


Nur 
4 85 9 VR . Stockbolm; 17th June 1793. 


What you wrote to Mademoiſelle Ruden- 
fkiold on the 23d April, had given us a 
gleam of hope; but your letter of the 4th 
May has thrown us into the uncertainty 
which has perplexed us more or leſs ever 
ſince Baron Reuterholm's return to Sweden. 
Ruſſia was the only country likely to ſerve 
us; but as ſoon as the Empreſs leaves us, 
and ſhews a diſpoſition favourable to the 
murderers of the King, our enemies have 
geained their cauſe; and I ſhould not be ſur- 
Prriſed if they ſucceeded, hy condeſcenſions' 


F 


| 
| 
1 
' 
| 


ol every fort, in gaining * 
ſearcely doubt of the 
ten loſt without r It is rin 


are diſperſed in foreign countries, and the 
._ whole power lodged in feditious hands, 
which, to complete our misfortune, have ſe- 


does not waſte his moments, but already 


| of a party. If we are to judge from ſome ex- 
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completely. In her 3 ſituation, I can 


the plurality of the nation are our friends: 
what does it avail, while the ſureſt guides 


duced the King? This laſt circumſtance is 


the moſt diſtreſſing of any, and is wholly due 


to Count Gyllenſtolpe, who has alſo allowed 
Count de la Gardie to have acceſs to the 
King; and M. de la Gardie, though young, 


flatters himſelf with the idea of being head 


preſſions which have eſcaped him, it would 
appear that a Diet will ſoon be aſſembled; 
Hut neither the Duke nor Reuterholm deſires 


2 powers, 


— 


they root themſelves in power, while the 
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powers, particularly with Ruſſia, may polk⸗ 
bly be explained by ſuppoſing it to be adopt- 
ed purpoſely to provoke Ruſſia to hoſtile ap- 


pearances, and thus juſtify the calling of a 


Diet, as if the country was in danger; and 
this point gained, the Regency would think 
nothing of keeping peace, and making repa- 

ration by being as humble and ſubmiſſive as 

it had been impertinent. But they will not 
hazard this ſtep, till they have deceived the 

King into. approbation ; and it is in this way 


faithful friends of the Prigee are . ane 
Tame ill; workddle * ; 
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1 228 to Baron Amsel. 
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Lhad the bono in my laſt of giving you 


my ſentiments on our preſent ſituation, left - 


as we are by the recall of the promiſe of the 
Empreſs, which ought to have been ſacred, 
and hy; our Aving nothing to hope for in 

"20S that 
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that quarter. What I now add is perſonal: 
ĩt is, that if the Empreſs ſhould now offer me 
2 a penſion I could not accept it, becauſe it 
would be without the conſent of the King. 


I ſhall have no pretext at leaſt for leaving my 


| preſent ſolitude, nor ſhall I expoſe myſelf to 
What is worſe. My life is for the King, but 
an intelligence with Ruffia would now be ex- 


tremely dangerous; the verſatility of the 
Ruſſian Miniſtry would make me tremble. 


I therefore perſiſt in my idea, that a revolu- 
tion brought about by us alone in the coun- 
try, without the participation of Ruſſia, 
would yet be eaſy; but then alſo we muſt 


have the King's confidence, and be maſter 
of his perſon. The two Weſtmanns, at the 
head of the middling claſs of Stockholm, with 
a few of the blue ribbon near the King's per- 
fon, who ſhould ſhew themſelves on horſe- 


back in the ſtreets, would anſwer the whole 
purpoſe. The next day a Proclamation 
might come out, ſaying, that the events of 
„ the preceding day had taken place, for the 
_ _ fake of preventing a war with foreign pow- 
. ers, Gſcootented with the late Government, 


and 
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and for a thouſand other reaſons. But at 
| Preſent we muſt not think of it. The time 
fo ſuch dreams is over; and our only cer- 
tainty ſeems to be, that the recall of the Am- 
baſſador is the ſignal of victory won by our 

enemies at the Court of Ruſſia, while we may 
alſo fairly preſume that a cloſer connection 
_ will follow. 


No. LVI. 
Note by the Tranſlator. 


1 The paper publiſhed under this number 
is a long petition from the priſoner Ehren- 
ſtrom, given in to the Court of Juſtice, on 
the 19th March 1794, in which he complains 
of having been confined from the 18th De- 
cember 1793, without having been either 
fully examined before the Court, or preciſely 
informed of the nature of his crime; and 
further proteſts againſt the legality of any 

proceedings againſt him on the copies of the 
letters written by himſelf, Mademoiſelle 
Rudenſkiold, and Baron Armfelt. He puts 
Ga m 
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in doubt the poſſeſſion, by the Court, of any 
but copies, and declares in the moſt awful 
manner, that his whole correſpondence does 
not contain a ſingle expreſſion which can be 
conſtrued into a tendency to ſubvert the 
good order of the ſtate; but, on the contrary, 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his attachment to 
the eſtabliſhed powers, and his affection for 
the Royal Family. He concludes by pray- 
ing that the trial might be continued, that 
his crime might be ſpeciſied, and that he 
might be acquainted with the name of his 
accuſer, whom he declares to be the only 
enemy of the Government, and of the Duke 
Regent, and with whom alone the whole 
affair has eee Ges Mega 


1 Ry by u the Swediſh 3 
vernment for the delay. allufled to in M. 
Ehrenſtrom's petition, were the nature and 
S of 
22 — « conſſ i 


(%@ }) 8 
the delivery of the above paper by M. Ehren«- 
ſtrom, the Government was ſo lucky as to 
obtain from Italy the whole of the original 
letters of the correſpondence in queſtion, 
which had been left by Baron Armfelt at 
N \ artery 


No. LVII. 
Colonel Aminoff to Mademoijelle Rudenſuola. | 
| 28th March 1793. 


I ſhould endeavour in vain to expreſs all 
my reſpe&t and gratitude for your unex- 

pected letter of March 15th. My affairs 
have prevented me from writing to you, 
though the duty of doing ſo is a one. 
My heart is torn with grief and regret; 
your hand- writing has comforted me. I ſee 
in it your excellent heart and character, 
always zealous for your friends, and always 


animated with ſentiments which the changes 


of time leave unaltered. What a conſolation 

to ſind a perſon who can perſevere! I can- 

not W 118 to you my high opinion of out 
9 3 conduR 
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conduct on this 8 God! what 
are we to expect from ſuch calamitous times 
as theſe? Almoſt all I ſee are dumb as to our 
late benefaQor, and indifferent as to the ſtate 
of his ſon the young King, and of the 
country. It has been ſo from the time. that” 
nothing has hindered the faction from pur- | 
_ ſuing its unbridled career, from employing 
every where the enemies of the King and of 

che Conſtitution, while the King is ſur- 
_ rounded with the aſſaſſins and perſecutors of 
his father. The picture is ſhocking, but it 
18 true and no one has the courage to ſtrike 
at 9 28 oe before 1 it becomes incurable. : 


| Tour account of the fituation of our youn 8 

4 friend has increaſed my uneaſineſs and fear, 
and taken away all hope. If he has renounced 
the opinions of his father and friends, it can- 


not be denied, that a more ſure method 


could not be adopted by the faction for 
ruining him, and us with him. My life is 
| devoted to the memory of his father, or I 
ſhould net heſitate in my deciſion ; but 11 
2 3 = 5 8 CY + 33 have — 5 
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have connections too ſtrong to forget ra 
moment the duties that flow from them. - 


I have met with Admiral Stedingk, on his 
return from Peterſburg. - It was he that in- 
formed me of the circumſtance of Count 
Stackelberg's recall. He has been ſo diſcreet © 
and obliging as to ſhew me the minutes of all 
the letters and diſpatches he wrote to the Duke 


| and to the Great Chancellor during his miſſion. 


He had been charged with the negotiation of 
effecting the old man's recall [Count Stack - 
elberg, the Ruſſian Ambaſſador at Stock- 
holm}, and he ſays he has ſucceeded. His 
reports to the Government contain both 
good and bad for us, I hardly know what 5 
to conclude. I fear that theſe 
| have ſome influence in the Ruſſian Cabinet, 
and that the old / is but badly in- a 
formed of what is and will be our ſituation. 
According to Stedingk, they are careleſs at 
Peterſburg who 3 at . but 


» we Swediſh Miniſtry. + The Empreſs, 
re ODE the 
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the old .. . . deteſts the en 7 
Among the conditions tacked to the recall 
of Stackelberg, is that of driving from our 
Miniſtry the Chancellor of the Court, Eng- 
ſtrom f, as a very odious perſon at Peterſ- 
burg. She wiſhes to keep quiet with us, 
but in other reſpects to have nothing to do 
with us. Theſe letters mention neither our 
King, nor Conſtitution; but expreſs much 
hatred of the friends of the late King, as 
| having been the cauſe of the war, and of all 
the evils reſulting from it. This ſeems to 
have been ſaid by Count Ofterman, in a 
conference. We ſhall have no Ambaſſador, 
for ſome time, in the place of Stackelberg ; 
a Charge d Affaires will be left behind, and 
it is afterwards meant to ſend us Count Ra- 
zoumofsky, Stackelberg's credit ſeems to 


. _ have been ſinking, from the time of the 


death of Prince Potemkin, who was his ſup- 
pore.” 1. is aid he wilt retire t to * ſtate i in 


3 

+ He was diere. ſent e Swediſh We 
3 8 wy bY 
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Livonia. Pray tell the old gentleman of 
theſe particulars of Stedingk's correſpond- 
ence, it will be uſeful to our own cauſe; it 
ftrikes me, as of the firſt importance, that we 
ſhould have a ſecret negotiator at Peterſburg, 
who might inform the old! ..... herſelf of 
our real poſition, Ehrenſtrom would be the 
fitteſt and the ſureſt perſon. It would be a 
mortal blow to the faction, if we could ſo 
manage, as to prevent Stackelberg from 


leaving us—his recall is inconceivable. It 


has already given conſiſtence to this curſed 
faction, for they believe Ruſſia will join 
them, and ſuppoſe us to have loſt our laſt 
ſupport. —So much for the ſecret commiſſion 
of Stedingk. It muſt be owned, he made 
the goat a gardener when he entruſted me 
with the whole of it. How does our abſent 
friend ? Beg of him to be uſeful to us as far 
as he can where he is. Talk to him of the 
neceſſity of a negotiator on the ſpot. Good 
God! Is there then only one bold man left 
in the country? I declare to you, my friend, 


a 
7 that 
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chat the very thought preys daily o on my 
Health; my good ſpirits are gone. My 
valuable friend, for the love of God burn 
this letter immediately; tell none of our 
acquaintance that I have written, except te 
old man, who may make good uſe of my 
information, You are the only perſon 
living to whom I open myſelf without re- 
ſerve. I know your excellent heart and 
character; you unite every quality that 
makes me eſteem and love 2 1 am 


* 5 
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755 | . Stralfund, 21 Dec, 1793. | 
el With regard to my unimportant 


ſelf, I muſt tell you, that I am treated with 


much politeneſs, I am preſſed to the com- 
mand of one of the regiments that are here ; 
but I have made up my mind; I will keep the 
place and the bit of bread which I owe to the 
_ favour, the confidence, and the tender ſolici- 
W tude 
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tude of our Guſtavus, I do not know how 
to be uſeful either to myſelf'or to 3 
but in my preſent poſt I may as ſome 
good ſervice, if God gives me the oppor- 
tunity. What ſay you of our wretched 
finances? They are wretched, either from 
eur weak adminiſtration, or from the wicked 
purpoſe of making them ſerve to overturn | 
every thing. 


: 


No. LIX. 


Colonel Aminaff to Mademaiſelle Rule. 


Stralſund, 21 Dec. 1793. 

1 i written ts our friend Armfelt, and 

I wait for his anſwer, as the ſwallow waits © 
for ſummer. —He is ſaid here to be the 
author of the pamphlet in queſtion. I have 
myſelf ſeen by a letter, written by an illuſtri- 
| ous and ſure hand, that it is laid to his charge, 
and that he is in danger of loſing ęverx 
thing. Unleſs violence be uſed, which, alas! 
is but too common, I do not ſee how he | 
ſhould be attacked on this account: even if 
he ſhould have written the book, it never 
99 | 3% can 
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Wümme all T em to get! it; 
pray ſend it me, if it fall in your way. I 
ſee, alſo, that good meaſures are taken 
againſt the faction, and to ſift their plans; 
but it is not leſs true, that the members of it 
are the only perſons employed and pro- 
moted. What contradiction! Weakneſs after 
weakneſs characteriſes the conduct of the 
day. Claes Loewenhaupt is forgiven ; the 
others will be proceeded againſt. The whole 
of this is an enigma.—Without the active 
talents of our friend I ſhould deſpair ; and 
what is worſe, the bad ſtate of our finances 


Vill ruin all, unleſs ſome clever head ſhould 


© take the guidance, and fave us. I ſee by 


. your letter that Romanzow is arrived. 


Time will teach us if we have loſt or gained 
by the exchange; every thing will be done 
to prove that it is for the better. If you 
write to Great Papa®, remember me to him. 
Theſe .... . . . will triumph at his not 


being yet employed. What a misfortune 
for the good catiſe, that Toll ſhould be ſent 


(9 5 
out bf the country! The fool, always dif- 
contented, will ſuffer in good time for his 
ingratitude to the late King. Juſtice always 
overtakes the criminal. I put it on your 
conſcience to reconcile our abſent friend , 
and my father-in-law. It would be a 
death blow to the faction. I dare ſay nothing 
on this ſubject, but I know the ſecrets of the 
man; and even if he thought differently 
from me, I have too much ambition, and 
too much honqur,. to let any private con- 
nection turn me from my public duty: their 
coolneſs. might be very injurious to our 
cauſe; you arg bon quickelaghted not to be 

ann e ee e 
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Draft of a Po Werige in Baer ; Armfelts own 


band to M. & Ebrenftrom. 


Yo . 1 
1 aaa you a Memorial, which Line: 


| duke. ; ting, ande ka. 


ſome 


3 (9) 
7 me time ago to the Empreſs, and which I 

- "communicated to General Toll in a diſpatch 

by the ſame courier. Theſe papers contain 

my ukimatum; and will unfold to you my 
opinion on the preſent ſtate of our affairs. 
What I add are ſome further ideas thereon, 


3 r anſwer to what you wrote in your 


eyphered letter of the 17th of February. 


952 There is not in Stockholm a man ſufficiently 


realous, and at the ſame time ſufficiently 
bold, well informed, or reſpectable, to act as 
he ought in the good cauſe. Such a man 
would not be allowed to ſtay there 24 hours; ; 


5 ſo that we muſt not reckon on friends to 
> execute our projects. We ought to prevent 


- #the formation of clubs or meetings of any 
ſort, in order to avoid the miſchief that might 


- ariſe from them to the royal party: we 


- ought even to overlook. our perſonal wrongs. 
The only thing which we ſhould not neglect 


s, to keep our friends well aware of their 
dommon danger; to warm their hearts in 


behalf of our young King; to let them ſee 


damat events of great importance muſt un- 
. e ä and bee to happen; 


and 


CEE 


aa that they may be kept i in courage and 
at eaſe, to leave their imaginations open to 
the hope of a better order of things. Nothing 
can be done without money, and I hope 
| ſoon to be able to ſay ſomething to you 
thereupon. God keep us from a revolution 
in Sweden, which might begin and be con- 
cluded by our countrymen! We want a 
chief, energy, order, every thing. An in- 
ſurrection, of whatever deſcription, would 
ruin our affairs, our party, and deprive us 


of the good fruit of our perfect ſubmiſſion N = : 
to the principles we profeſs. Preach, I con- 


jure you, exhort to tranquillity, to obedience, 
to ſubmiſſion; and let us not begin the 


. ſtruggle, till we are ſure we ſhall not be 7 TN | 


forced to put 'the ſword into the ſcabbard. 
Nothing was ſo hurtful to Louis XVI. as 


| the weak and unmeaning meaſures, the in- 


trigues and plans, which, though all in his 


flavour, ended in nothing but proofs of zeal, 
want of power, impatience, and precipita- 


tion. Had my advice been followed in the 
month of Auguſt, nothing would have been 

eaſier than to work a change merely by ne- 
| 2 5 goliation. 
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gotiation. At preſent the wretches: have 
fixed themſelves in their power. Every 
thing is in their hands, and the buſineſs muſt 
now be treated in a different way, The 
attack muſt be well ſtudied, and directed to 
one ohject only. Hence, my friend, you 
vill ſee the neceſſity of accuſtoming the 
people to the idea that a revolution is ne- 
ceſſary and inevitable; and of preſerving, by 
every meaſure of our own party, that caution, 
patience, and firmneſs, which will make us 
at leaſt feared by our enemies, if we ſhould 
not be able to decgive their vigilance. Ruſſia 
ought to open the ſcene, and we to take ad- 
vantage of it. I own we ſhall thereby place 
ourſelves in a ſort of dependence on Ruſſia, 
But in the firſt place, this dependence can 
never laſt beyond the death of the Empreſs; 
and in the next, the King once of age, we 
mall eaſily flip out of it; for at preſent we 


ſhould profit of a miſunderſtanding between 


Ruſſia and Denmark, in order to get poſ- 
ſeſlion of Norway for ourſelves. England, 


55 it in nue, formerly counteracted this ſcheme, 
and is nom united to Ruſſia by a, treaty ; but 
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ſhe would not perhaps be ſorry to ſee that 
country balanced by Sweden. I will open 
my ideas on this head another day; at preſent 
I can only aſſure you, that they are not quite 


without foundation. I have theſe many 


months tormented Mademoiſelle de Ruden- 


ſkiold with the following commiſſions :— 
1. To contrive that the King ſhould write a 
letter to the Empreſs, according to the draft 
I ſent her. 2. To ſpeak to the King of his 
marriage with the Great Ducheſs of Ruſſia, 
as a very prudent and profitable meaſure, 


But Mademoiſelle Rudenſkiold has ſo little 


:ominand of herſelf, that ſhe has quarrelled 
with the King, and the Empreſs is ſtill 
waiting for the letter, as the ground of her 
own conduct, and as an inducement for her to 
act conſiſtently. with her own glory, and her 
friendſhip for the King, rather than accord» 
ing to her own intereſt. This letter is f 
the laſt importance; pray think of it, and 
alſo of diſpoſing the * to the . 


The Dalecarlians * ſent a a 
tom EW make enquiries about me.— | 
: = l have 
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I have thought of | writing them a circular ; 
letter , worded with great caution and ſims 
; raten; and 1 have alſo ſent it to Ma- 
demoiſelle de Rudenſkicld. But whom 
could we employ to deliver it? Nordfors, or 
ü Anderſon of the White-guards might be 
rſons, or Hedblad the Poſtmaſter, 
who he been nſeful to me on former oc- 
caſions.I look upon it as effential to bring 
' myſelf to their remembrance, to ſpeak to 
them of the King, of their attachment to 
him, and of the military exploits in which 
ve acted together; and all this in order to 
turn to account, in caſe of need, their fond- 
neſs for me, which they have always ſhewn, 
and which I am. deſirous of preſerving. — 
Conſult Mademoiſelle de Rudenſkiold on 
this buſineſs, and as you are on the ſpot, ſee 
what there is to be done. I ſhall ſend in a 
fortnight a perſon of truſt to Peterſburg, a 
perſon of merit and ſenſe; you ſhall have 
his addreſs, and you will be able to act in 
concert with him on many points. Ma- 
demoiſelle Rudenſkiold is acquainted with 
| ct 5 of bis a and with his 
| I character, 


( 99 ) 
character, which is as ſolid as his mind is 
enlightened. Do not be uneaſy becauſe 
this eypher is not written by me, and in 
your anſwer I beg you to take article by 
article, - Ever ſince 1 have been here, I Te- 
ceive many letters, way never any anſwers. 


No. LXI. 


Ul 


Rough Copy of a Letter in Rows — 
coton hand, to Mademo: yell Rudenſtiold. 


Without due. 


1 am in no way pleaſed with Stackel- 
berg's 8 ſudden recall; and ſtill leſs, that his 
ſucceſſor is to be Count Sergias de Roman- 
zow. My voice would have been for 
13 s brother, who was ſent fron 
the Empreſs to the French Princes, and 

who is a man of ſenſe and courage; whereas 
this, though he may poſſeſs theſe two qua- 
lities, is ſomething of a fool, whimſical, and 
with ſo much inconſiderate impertinence, ; 
that his Court never can continue him in 


his poſt, without a quarrel between the two 
* RE . countries. 


( too ) 
eduntries. Marcoff is now the moſt im- 
portant perſonage in the Ruſſian Miniſtry; 
the plan of conduct is changed; and not » 
baving yet obtained the letter from the 
King to the Empreſs, I am quite inactive, 
becauſe I cannot addreſs myſelf directly to 
her. I ſhould be taken in Ruſſia for an 
intriguing adventurer, if circumſtances did 
not juſtify me. I ſhall therefore remain 
quiet, and God knows for how long, unleſs 
for certain reaſons 1 determine on quitting 
the Swediſh ſervice, and Sweden itſelf, — 
With reſpect to Romanzow, I beg of you 
1 to keep up an appearance of avoiding all 
confection with him, that it might not be 
| Kid you hold to the Ruſſian miſſion. Your 
friendſhip with old Stackelberg covered 
many circumſtances that muſt not appear 
at preſent. We muſt approach the new 
Ambaſſador as far as events make it ne- 
celfary; ; I will point out both the time and the 
manner, for I muſt firſt abſolutely obtain 
from Ruffia the information I have de- 
wanded. If however it were poſſible to 
; get this letter from the . the beſt way 


would 


( 101 ) 


| would be to get Stackelberg to undertake it, 
repreſenting to him, that ſuch a ſtep would 
be fair and honourable. Employ Taube, 
Gyllenſtolpe, whom you will, provided we 
ſucceed, My Ruſſian letters tell me that 
Divoff was in ſecret correſpondence with 
Segur; and that ſhe had the baſeneſs to in- 
trigue-in the French buſineſs. God forbid 
that you have been ſimple enough to ſhew 
her any great confidence ! Thoſe who know 
her well, pretend that ſhe is capable of 
every thing. I think Gyllenſtolpe might 
ealily recover the King's confidence. The 
child may well have been ſeduced and diſ- 
5 couraged, but his character is ſolid; his 
judgment is ſlow, but grounded and ſure. 
We have only to open his eyes, and in 
doing ſo we muſt not heſitate about manner 
and means. In general you ought to ridicule 
and undervalue the preſent ; excite alarms 
for the future, and make compariſons be- 
| tween our. preſent ſituation, and our paſt 
importance and grandeur ;—the whole with 
out vehemence or bitterneſs, but ſimply and 


A -youth is eaſily touched and 
H z raiſed; - 


6 ro# } 

raiſed; take advantage of it; and may all 
thoſe who' are not yet loſt, be clerified by 
the genius of the great man who has diſ- 
appeared from among us; but whoſe un- 
| derſtanding and influence will be immortal, 
and always give his admirers and friends 
conſideration and force in time of need 
Let the French affairs go to dhe devil, and 

Government continue to 5-5 1 
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Baron 1 to 'M atme ell Rudel la; 
Op 23 "In the 2 own band. + 88 »1144 


2111 TU "Is 52 123 805 
int bas babar 51 N 138 May 1793. 


am now more ike ever perſuaded, 
hat the Ruſſian Ca enge not ſure of the 
way of thinking of our young King, and 
feeing/ that nothing I Nin en takes 
Place, leaves us to our fate, and is not 'diſ- 
5 pleaſed that Sweden ruins herſelf. daily by 
her bad conſtitution, in ſuch a way as never 
to be able to alarm Ruſſia. Theſe ideas 
oe PIs: contrary” to thaſe of the 
1K e e 


( 199: ) 

Empreſs ; but the good counſel of her 
Miniſtry, and the ſlavery or inactivity in 
which the King is kept, may however have 
fixed her in them. In this reſpect, I can 
do nothing further, either for my country, 
or in favour of my own principles, I there- 
fore propoſe to remain quiet from this day, 
in order not to be. obliged to ſerve a King 
without authority, and a country without 
honour. The only ſervice. I now aſk of 
you, and it is eſſential to the proteſtation I 
mean to print, is to anſwer clearly to the 
following queſtions:— 1. Have you ſpread, 
in the interior of the country, the principles 
and way of thinking which I begged you 
to propagate? 2. Have you taken any 
meaſures to convince the Ruſſian Cabinet 
that I might be very uſeful in Sweden ? 
3. Have you fi dur d means, ſince ; the time 
of your not obtaining the letter from the 
King, to acquaint him with my opinion as 
to his marriage with the eldeſt Grand 
Ducheſs? When e have anſwered to 
— 1 Hitherto 1 have followed! auch! a8 
H 4 are 


2 


(1 ) 
are falſe and fruitleſs ; for all is uncertainty ; 
this at a greater hazard, becauſe the moment 


is now come, in which I muſt think a lite 


A;, Gn.” 


Whit Mineur tells you of Nordin lo- 
vernor of a province] cannot be true, 
- Nordin, like many others, is obliged to 
lower his tone, that he might not be ſent 
about his buſineſs, and accuſed. Pray tell 
Mine mer monhing ie more dangerous 
than fuſpicions of this ſort ; a party is often 
, * take any notice, and to ſhew an implicit 

vrhom we ſuſpect have thought a moment 
of turning coat, we leave them a fine open- 
int to "their coming back to us; and in 


( 15) 
to their honour and honeſty, but in fact 


diſtruſt them, for theſe two qualities _ 
baniſhed from Sweden. 3 


5 2 LXIII. 
Baron Armfelt to Mademoiſelle Rudenſtiold. 
In the Baron's own hand. 


ay 7th 1793+ 

Your idea is excellent: we ſhall never 
find a more ſuitable creature for the exe- 
cution of our plan than a free maſon, 
another Plommenfelt. But it is too late to 
be propoſed to the Empreſs. She has no 
high opinion of myſteries, and deſpiſes thoſe 
who are fond of them. Romanzow, with 
ſome new money, activity, and a fleet well 
equipped, would do more than we can hope 
for from any train of cunning. If for our 
: misfortune it is not yet ſettled to re-eſtabliſh 
the Conſtitution of 1720, that is to ſay, to 
may be the caſe, from the manner in which 


Me es aac 
thoſe 
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thoſe about him, a favourable. change might 
he effected at home i in twenty-four hours; if 
not, there is no other expedient than a civil 
war. But even ſuch a diſaſter would be pre- 
ferable to the anarchy of 1720, I have 
done, and ſhall continue to do, all I can, but 


I muſt have a little hel | 
x a © o N 
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. No. LXIV. 
Baron uf 2 to * Count dE Gplnfpe, 


* 313 gp the 1 o _—_ 


listen IH 5 Prat? 
n 2tet er 
could not in my laſt 1 your ex- 

cellency, that the King's letter, delivered ta 
me by the Baroneſs Armfelt, caunot be 
made of uſe, in whatever way it be con- 
ſidered. One would imagine he conſtrained 
himſelf to write ſo coldly. In other reſpects, 


the letter is in the ſame ſtyle the King 
bis father uſed when he was, obliged i 


EF + 


wake, e — 4 the Kg 
Of : = may 


U 
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may be OR: I am Tye contented: with 


No. LXV. pk: 48805 
Baron Armfelt to Madenoil Rudenſtiold, 


1 Perugia, 8h Of. 1793. 

—_— Adieu, my dear friend, I embrace 

you a thouſand times ; and though you are 

not deſirous to ſee me return, you will not 

avoid it much longer. Remember what 5 

now write at Perugia: all Sweden will doubt 
of i it a months more, W 


itt Dua 


w \ 


No. LAVL 


N drnfilt to Madems; Nele bre. 


Terni, 1155 08. 1793. 


r eee in the Jacobin 
Club at Paris, to declare war againſt Sweden 
and Denmark; but unfortunately nothing has 
been determined on. Stael is not leſs a fine 
e fellow _ 


' 


| 


( 1 
fellow on that account, nor the other "AY 
ſellors of his Royal Highneſs the Regent. 
Nothing is more natural than the progreſs 
of Jacobiniſm ; thoſe who have nothin g are 
defirous of acquiring and of oe their 


Wu n 
. 1 een 
der 7.0 
5 Vo. LXVIL 


1 eue, 1 ; Made Rudeyfil. 


5 Rome, 19th OZ. 1793. 

cn -- 214 am x not enough myſelf to anſwer 
the Great Chancellor to-day, You ſhall re- 
ceive from Naples all the particulars, and by 
the ſame poſt that carries my anſwer and my 
ſentence. I am only a private man, attached 


to my King, to the principles that ought to 


flow from royalty. and to my own glory, 
conſequently a ſubject ſuch as Princes ſhould 


_ defire; but as I have not been admitted to 


ſerve in this fenſe, and as, on the contrary, 
the'knife is kept to my throat, my honour 


requires from this time, that without chan- 


. as a 
ſubject, 


(90 

ſubject, I look on my misfortune as complete. 
Menaces are uſed to alarm me; it is meant 
to humble me by depriving me of my all ; 
but when a man has learnt to look on death 
before him without affright, he is not eaſily 
intimidated by unjuſt threats; and as I never | 
felt the poſſibility of being baſe, want itſelf 
will be voluptuous. If the conjuncture 
ſhould be ſuch, as that T am without reſources, 
I will prepare you for ſuch events, as will 
come quickly and require courage; but I am 
not in a ſtate to talk of this now. That 
poltroon Ehrenſtrom is comical with his fear 
about Ruſſia, How could ſuch an idea 
enter the head of a man of ſenſe and acti- 
vity? I expect to ſee ſoon the effects of the 
Duke's anger; but J will not dilate on this 
ſubject, the ſword being, as I told you in the 
beginning of my letter, out of the ſcabbard. 
Endeavour to make the King ſenſible, that 
he is on the point of taking a deciſive mea- 
ſure with regard to me, which will make 
me nn, 


( 110 ) 


N.oC. LXVIII. 
Baron e ho MM Eben. 8 5 


Fan ft - +: „ e 29th OF. 4793. 
Four e my real friend, on the 
ſubject of our troubles in Sweden, are very 
juſt; and nothing can weaken this truth, 
chat if we can take advantage, even of an 
inſurrection, the throne will obtain force, the 
ſtate order, and the extravagant conduct of 
thoſe who lead will be well rewarded. % 


3 Panda ame to Mademoiſelle R uderſeiold. 
E Naples, 2d Nov. 1793. 
I am very ſorry for the accident of my 


lad to Sparreſkiold. As for me, I am re- 
folved, and deſpiſe the raſcals ; but this is 


not the caſe with that poor lad. Beg him to 


be at Stockholm two or three days before 
Chriſtmas, when a perſon will give him a 
letter from me, which I hope will anſwer 

his 


. ) 

his purpoſe. He will follow this traveller, 
and afterwards meet me, without the ne· 
ceſlity of begging his bread.” 


No. LXX. 3 
Baron Arnfelt to Mademoi zelle Raul 


— 


Naples, gth Nov. 1793 


== = = It is probable that I ſhall ſoon have 
nothing remaining, but life and honour j— 
for our meeting again depending on the life 
of one man, I dare not reckon this happi- 


neſs among. thoſe, that are ſoon to be my 
ſhare. 


| Baran vl fo 22 Radl. 


De fame date. 5 

The laſt Swediſh poſt- brought me only 
one letter, but ſeveral Gazettes from Ham- 
w_ of the 2 5th. October, and letters from 
— merchants 


| C{ os 3 

merchants of the x5th. My laſt from yort 
is of the « 1th October. This proves to me, 
that my letters have been intercepted, either 
in Sweden or at the Swediſh Poſt office at 
Hamburg. The accident is very diſagree- 
able, but we muſt meet all, and give notice 
to our friends and . roo 


No. LXXII. 
een Madeneiſele Rudenftiold. 


Naples, 30th Nov. 1793- 
nf the 6 me fix months 
leave of abſence to put my affairs in order, 

I could have preſented myſelf in the way 1 
mentioned to you in my laſt ; but, accord- 
ing to my information from Sweden and 
from the reſt, of Europe, I can neither be 
uſeful to the King nor to the Regent, in the 
ſervice of my country, If they would allow 
me to come back to hve in the country, 
| without 2 with — and give 


„ 
off a part of my debts, I would give up all my 
projects, and be the happieſt man in the 
world; and if my Magdalen loved me, I 
would never be ſeparate from her, except 
when ſhe went to Court, or in the great 
world, where I ſhould never defire to ap- 
Pear. N | 


| No, LXXIIIL | 
Baron abs ak to Madenojfll R quali 


| _ 1. Naples 287K Dee. 1 793+ 
Do you | belleve it poſſible fo to manage, - 
that the King in converſing with the Am- 
baſſador may ſay to him, that he well knows 
the intereſt the Empreſs takes about him, - 
and that he conſiders me as a very faithful 
ſubject ? It would not be ſaying much; but | 


it would bitid the party in a double au, os 
would prevent the Empreſs from following 
any other plan aan thast which ſhe has 1 85 | 


=_ declared, 
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. Neo. LXXIV. 
{Hanks yer to Mademoiſelle Rudenſtiold. 


* Naples, 4th Fan. 1794. 


3 Do not forget, my angel, what I told 


you of Romanzow. His object is to form 
a party in Sweden. I know he has one, 
and that it is impoſſible to deſtroy the bud 
of it. But the party of which the Ruſſian 
Ambaſſador is the chief cannot ſuit me, 
knowing how to guide it myſelf, I wiſh 


' theſe gentlemen well ſo far as to act with 


them from time to time; but never ſo far 


as to grant them any pre- eminence, or yield 


them authority in caſes in which they would 
be more dangerous as friends than as ene- 
mies. We can and we ought to be inde- 
pendent. . IT hope you have made excuſes 


to Nottbeck or to Adaduroff, for the awk- 
ward manner in which you received from the 


latter the letter he brought you from Stack- 
elberg. Your anſwer, I make no doubt, was 


excellent, and ſuitable to the circumſtances, 


and to my wiſhes mo | the _ s 
marriage. 


( 
No. LXXV. 1 55 
Baron rent ti 10 Mademo ell Ruderſkiold, 


Naples, th Jan. 1794. 
Thing! 1 Fr. Aminoff go with his father 
in-law Ruuth to Stralſund, and does not he 
talk of going to Finland to exerciſe his regi- 
ment? It appears to me, that in our preſent 
ſituation we ought not to neglect our duties 
and our friends, eſpecially in caſes where a 
man is liked by his officers and ſoldiers. 


No. LXXVI. 


Baron . ad to M. Source 


Sx . 170 Das. 1793. 
* letters of Thurſday contain nothing 
of conſequence. I write to you by this 
poſt, becauſe you left on my table the in- 
cloſed packet, which you may ſtand in need 
of, All our trouble to get the 4, ooo ducats 


| has proved 881 and I ſhall become a fine 
"8 ; fellow 


Cab } 
fellow in the month of January, unleſs a 
certain lady get me out of my embarraſſ- 


ment, and you get me credit for this ſum. 


Madame d'Armfelt has been ill for ſome days 
paſt, but that will paſs off. In ſhort, my 
- friend, as you well know, one misfortune does 
not come alone. I hope you recollected at 
Rome the engraver Grandel ; if not, write 
to him, under cover to Piraneſi the Swediſh 


agent, that he may be ſure of my anſwer on 


a buſimeſs he charged me with. Adieu, my 
friend! May you keep your health on your 
troubleſome journey, and may I meet you in 

June, at ſome poſt-houſe in Poland! 


P. S. I have received your letter from 
Rome, and will do for La Pierre what you 
aſk ; but perhaps General Acton has already 
refuſed. As to the affair that preſſes, if it 
 does.not ſucceed ſome how or other, I ſhall 
fail, and I own Fam in a wretched condition. 
Take: care of the ſnufſ box Grandel gave you 
for Mademoiſells de Rudenſkiold. I will 

write to-you-no more at Hamburg. 


„ 
No. LXXVII. 
Baron Armfelt to M. Sburers. 


Naples, 28th Bs 1 1793- 


I write only a few words, to beg you 
would not leave Hamburg before you have 
received another letter from me. The criſis 
is come, whether for life or death I know 
not. Reſt affured, however, that nothing 
can alter my compoſure or my way of think- 
ing. My money matters are in the ſame 
ſtate, —Mr. Gibbs is a rogue; he has played 
me a fine trick with Lord Grandiſon. The 

fellow meant to affront me by ſaying I had 
no money ; but he did not ſucceed. —A. 


word of General Acton has raiſed a belief 
that it was intended to turn you to good 


account as to the commerce of this country: 
this has procured you many enemies, and 


me a thouſand little anecdotes. I laugh at 


it all; but it may be worth your while to 
be a little circumſpect in future. Moſt men 


are deceivers or deceived ; believe nothing 


but actions, Adieu, remember me to Peiron. 
| 3 2 The 


77 (18 ) 
The plan of 1 my book, which you have, is 
prohibited in Sweden—ſo take care. It 
may be better if you can contrive ſo as to 
take with you neither the letter nor that 


No. LXXVIII. 
Baron Armfelt to M. Sources. 


Naples, 7th Jan. 1794. 

I have not a word to ſay. We have 
heard nothing from you ſince you left Rome, 
and are uneaſy at this ſilence; but as the 
German poſt is not come in, that from 

Bologna may alſo have been retarded, My 

laſt Swediſh letters ſay nothing, either as to 
my recall or to my diſmiſſion; but thoſe 
from Ruſſia promiſe every thing, in caſe the 
firſt ſhould happen; ſo that I deſire with 
ardour what others would conſider as a miſ- 

fortune. As ſoon as my fate is decided at 
Stockholm, which muſt be ſoon, for I muſt 
have an anſwer, I will write to you, and 
ſend you all the papers in queſtion, of which 

3 5 the 


* 
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the ple will be adapted to the humour that 
may have been taken on my account. You 
perceive that it will be impoſſible to commit 
this packet to the poſt ; and as you are going 
from Hamburg, you may ſectle with your cor- 
reſpondent there, to ſend your letters to Hel- 
ſingor, where you will receive mine, and 
thus fave time, and arrange the neceſſary 
precautions. Remember what I ſaid to you 
about the King's Governor, and how you 
muſt ſet about ſeeing him. There is another 
perſon to whom you muſt pay your court, 
and to whom you ſhould write on your ar- 
rival, to know at what hour ſhe can receive 
you mean the Counteſs de Rudenſkiold. 
Liſten attentively to all ſhe may ſay, but an- 
ſwer nothing which may not tend to get her 
confidence. Say all you can think of to 
convince her of my attachment; but when 
you mention my wife and family, let it be 
with a tone of indifference. As to the other 
ladies, you know well that no one is more 
charming than ſhe to whom you ſpeak. 
Theſe are trifles which my friendſhip dic- 

| fates, and whack ſhould remain between us. 

. 5 14 2 Adieu. 


( 120 ) 
Adieu.—I am ſtill uneaſy about the diamond 

and Mr. Gibbs, —All this will 80 to on 

Gm . 


No. LXXIX. 
wn Brin Arne 10 Colonel Aminoff. 


Naples, 14th Jan. 1794. 
al congratulateyou on being able to breathe 
for ſome months a purer air than in Sweden; 
but keep firm to your reſolution of being 
with your regiment in May. - We have a 

ſad — of emigration in the French: 
o perſons had not quitted their 
| 99 and thus deprived their Kin g of the 
help he had a right to expect, it might not 
have been ſo eaſy for the murderers of Louis 
XVI. to bring him to the ſcaffold. It is 
poſſible that we may meet if you ſhould be 
on the Gulph of Finland about July, when 
I ſhall be at Peterſburg. I will give you 


notice of the time and manner of ſettling 


our meeting without committing you. Do 
| not "_ the . whe ex- 
. | changed, 


+ ® 21 ) 
changed, oppoſite the back-gate of the Prin- 
ceſs's houſe, in the end of March 1792. 


No. LXXX. 


Baron Armſelt to M. de Sparreſtiold, Gentleman 
of the Court. 


* 


VMaples, 17th Dec. 1793. 
3 my friend. The intereſts of 
honeſt folk are in a bad way; but the time 
is coming when the vrheel will turn, 
and rogues receive their recompenſe.— Diſ- 
couragement is bad on all occaſions; it is 
owing to the weakneſs of Princes that we 
ſee ſuch blows againſt religion, morals, and 
thrones. 


No LXXXI. 
In Baron Arnſelt corn hand to M. Toll. 


My laſt accounts from Stockholm and 


from n are the more vexatious, as 
5 J can 


{a 3-7 

I can form no idea either of the meaning 
_ or train of things at home. It is out of 
doubt that our Cabinet has differences to 
ſettle with that of Peterſburg, and that the 
Empreſs is not pleaſed with us; but this 
ſhould induce the Regent to prevent a break- 
ing out. The adminiſtration of affairs in 
the country, and the ſort of lettres de 
cachet which are ſtill in uſe, do not ſurpriſe 
me. A weak government uſes theſe means 
till no means are left to make itſelf reſpected. 
But the Swediſh intrigues at Conſtantinople 
to excite the Turks, the negotiations with the 
French Republic, are in no way ſecret ; and 

then the doings with Denmark, with the mal- 
contents in Poland, and the forming of corps 

at home, are circumſtances too important not 
to attract the notice of Ruſſia. It is on ac- 
count of the manner and of the conſequences 
of a rupture, that I deſire to communicate to 
you my ſentiments : I write alſo thereon by 
this poſt to Ruſſia, though I ſhould have been 
firſt glad to know your opinion. It would 

be impolitic and dangerous if the Empreſs 
ſhould undertake to begin the war againſt. 


us, 
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us. Aſter the aſſurances which ſhe gave the 
King, of her wiſhes, as'a fincere friend and 
as a mother, to defend his perſon and autho- 
rity, ſhe ought not, for her own glory, to 
indulge herſelf in attacking and laying waſte 
a country of which he is ſoon to take the 
government. Independently of the evils 
attached to war, what bad impreſſion would 

not be made on the minds of the Swedes, 
by the infraction of ſo clear a treaty, and 
the employ of Ruſſian ſuperiority and force! 
The whole ſyſtem hitherto in view would 
fall, and the momentary advantage Ruſſia 
might derive from the war, would never 
balance the miſchiefs without end reſulting 
from the national and inveterate hatred of 
Sweden. For though we are a little frivo- 
lous and pliable, we certainly have a high 
bold character, which has more than once 
got the better of a foreign yoke. The Ruſ- 
ſian Miniſtry might doubtleſs anſwer : But 
are we obliged to allow Sweden to raiſe us 
up enemies, to collect her troops in order to 
attack us at a favourable moment? Are we 
1 ſee our * 3 adopt principles 
ne 
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inimical to all good government, and bring 
home to us diſaſters and cruelties flowing 
from a new ſeditious doctrine? Beſides, 
when politics are in hand, it is of the firſt 
Amidſt ſuch reaſonings from the Minifters 
of the two nations, a faithful ſubject and 
citizen, and an honeſt man, ought to propoſe. 
a middle term, and ſeparate the King and 
the nation from a prevailing faction, and a 
ſet of innovators. The Empreſs, in declar- 
ing that ſhe is acquainted with the ſecret in- 
| trigues againſt her encouraged by the Court 


of Stockholm, ought to ſhew all Europe © 


that it is we who have broken the peace; but 
'that, far from attributing ſuch meaſures to 
the King, whom the loves, and to a reſpect- 
able nation which ſhe eſteems, ſhe will only 
call upon the perſons who furround the 
Regent, and continually betray him into 
uch fallacious ſteps, indueing him to violate 
his own good faith, to neglect his duties, his 
promiſes, and the reſpect due to the memory 
of his deceaſed brother :—and further, that 
SPY” on. the adn the Duke's inten- 
tions, 
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tions, and hoping that he would not plunge 
into calamity, ſhe had paſſed over in ſilence 
the deſtrufion of the arrangements of the late 
King; but that ſeveral circumſtances having 
opened her eyes, ſhe ſaw herſelf obliged, in 
order to fave the King of Sweden, and to 
fruſtrate any hoſtile attack againſt her own 
empire, to propoſe the following changes, 
for the fake of re- eſtabliſhing order . 
ſafety. (See No. 87.) 3 


| You are ſenſible that ſuch language can 
neither be held nor enforced without a fleet 
and a military corps to land near Dalero. 
This is a little frightful ; but dangerous diſ- 
tempers require violent remedies, and when 
an end is aimed at, the means muſt not be 
refuſed. I know it, a thouſand inconveni- 
encies may be the conſequence in the coun- 
try, from this meaſure of comprefion ; but 

ſides that a prudent, firm, and bold Go- 
vernment gets the better of all, it will be 
ſufficient for our purpoſes if fourteen or fif- 
teen perſons are exiled, and all Sweden will 
be quiet. It is a great comfort when a coun- 


2 . try 
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try can be purified by drawing a little blood 
from ſuch a ſmall number of individuals. 
In my project, in which I ſpeak of the 
changes to be effected in our Miniſtry, I 

have mentioned neither you nor myſelf: 
but we ſhall al ways find our proper places ; 


and in the predicament we ſtand in, and with 
our means of gaining the populace, it is 
always right not to bind ourſelves by any ob- 
ligation towards a forei gn power. 


» ail 1 
— 


No. LXXXII. 


dt * 1 to | Baron eee 


. 8 26th March 1703. „ 
* infiruQions not having been changed, 
I keep up, as thoſe inſtructions clearly di- 


rect, and as cordially as I can, a ſtrict inti - 
macy with the Ruſſian miſſion. —I ſend you 


vith this e eee n 


4 } 


No. LXXXIII. 
M. Toll to Barun Armfelt. 


{Explanation of a cyphered letter, dated Warſaw, 26th 


March 1793. Given in the hand writing of the Abbe 


_ Heral.] Shs 

=== I own that our poſition becomes daily 
more critical, and that we ſhall ſoon need 
efficacious remedies againſt the laſt attack, 


_ unleſs a general inſurrection decide our fate. 


I have nothing to add to your mature reflec- 
tions on the projects ſet on foot in Sweden, 
on the manner in which Ruſſia may con- 
ſider them, and on what would be noble and 
prudent on the part of that country. Allow 
me, however, to obſerve, that in adopting 


; the means which you propoſe to bring about 


a new order of things, we open for ever to 


Ruſſia the means of meddling with our own 


concerns, and of diſpoſing of employments : 
do we not riſk making the remedy worſe 


than the diſeaſe itſelf I will not, in truth, 
flatter myſelf with the hope that the Duke 
opens his eyes and the door at the ſame time 


4 5 to 
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to drive out the faction; but as it would be 
almoſt a miracle, conſidering who ſurround 
him, and the abſence of thoſe who can tell 
him the truth, I have thought it my duty to 
do all I can for the good of the ſtate, by in- 
forming his Royal Highneſs of the neceſſity 
of thinking of what is to follow. I have 
alſo given the Ruſſian Ambaſſador to under- 
ſtand, that if the armaments in Sweden 
and Ruſſia are not deſtined againſt France, 
and if they are only the effect of diſtruſt, I 
am perſuaded that the Duke, deceived by 
perſons fold and given up to Jacobiniſm, 
will liſten to an explicit declaration from 
Ruſſia, ſtating her doubt of his good inten- 
tions, and that thereby the peace of the two 
nations will be preſerved. I have held the 
fame language to General Igelſtrom, and I 
make no doubt that both of them will be 
glad to communicate it to their court. It 
is indeed probable that Ruſſia would rather 
negotiate than make war; and if negotiation 
ſucceed, then will be ea n. 
een — HARE 4031 
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7 tution, will not be able to diſtingui 


(129 


No. LEXXIV. « 


0 Baron Armfelt 8 own hand to A. Toll. 


Your remarks. of the /26th March are 
| worthy your penetration and ſentiments, both 
as a ſubject and as a citizen. * agree with 
you in your fears of Ruſſia, if once ſhe 
meddles with our domeſtic affairs. It has 
long balanced my deſire of ſeeing her inter- 
fere; but I have reaſoned thus: The weak 
and impolitic conduct of the Regent will 
end ſome how or other by ſubjecting us to a 
foreign influence. The convocatioti of the 
Diet, the diſorders in the country, and the 
inconſiderate ſteps taken with regard to 
foreign powers, will bring us at laſt into 
this ſituation. What will be the | confe- 
quence? The King's authority will be di- 
miniſhed; thoſe who ſee clearly and are 
men of character will get weary of their own 
uſeleſs efforts, or will be ſet aſide altogether. 
The nation, depraved by corruption and by 
the conſtant change of ſyſtem and of conſti- 


"I 
* * K good 
N - 
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good from the evil, and leſs than ever in a 
condition to recover her vigour, energy, and 

glory. On the other hand, if the nation 

were under the influence of Ruſſia, the miſ- 

- chief could not laft long; for the Empreſs 

has not long to live, and at her death her 
own empire will be convulſed by that event, 
and the King would ſoon find himſelf in a 
condition'to recover his former independence. 
Theſe” confiderations' have led me to prefer 
means that are ſhort and fure. What, in 
truth, could we ever expect, while affairs 
were headed by men who only think of their 
own advantages, and of the ruin of thoſe 
ho oppoſe their deſpotiſm eſpecially as the 
Empreſs or her Miniſtry now ſeem to aban- 
don us, to favour the ſyſtem that muſt pro- 
duce this violent rupture, and, when the 
Diet is aſſembled, to buy her influence ſo 
much the cheaper, on account of the failure 
of ready money which uſed to come from 
France? I repeat that the preſent fallacious 
meaſures muſt lead to theſe conſequences, 
and that Ruſſia will foon have an opportu- | 
"_=— of -interfering £ 


„ 

that of recovering our independence may 
never return. You have perhaps not heard 
of the concert eſtabliſhed between the Em- 
preſs and the King, a little before his death, 
on the ſubject of Norway. It was the na- 
tural reſult of the projected diſmemberment 
of France, and of the partition of Poland. 
The late King, though he diſliked the two 
latter meaſures, was eager to realize the for- 
mer by encroaching on Norway. The idea 
was not. perhaps amiſs, when it is cotiſidered _ 
that the propoſed family alliance between 
Ruſſia and Sweden would grow more re- 
ſpectable, while that with Ruſſia and Den- 
mark was becoming leſs neceſſary; and then 
too the want of energy in Denmark which 
"Ruſſia would deſpiſe !—It is at any rate 
allowable to treat the imagination with ſuch 
| ſchemes, and ſurely fo to profit of the death 
of the Great Catherine, when the diſturbances 
no hatching in her empire will come to ma- 
turity ; I mean as to her ſucceſſor, —Your un- 
derſtanding will graſp, without further ex- 
planation, the extent of my projects, at the 
ſame time not conceal the truth, Up no ef- 
-Ks | fectual 


) 
fectual change can take place in Sweden 
55 OO nn, 1 


No. LxxxV. 
| General Toll to Joe Anmel. 


on JJ 
You will foon receive from me a letter 
which it will be more difficult to make out ; - 
I do not ſay it will be better written.—I muſt 
firſt confer with - - - -, who, as you know, 
is as circumſpect as the devil in perſon, 


1 No. LXX XVIII. 
; Letter frm General Toll to Baron Arnſat. 2 
„„ 5 5 55 Vara, 19th July 1793. 


- Fat un moment informed that a Decla- 

ration is now printing at Stockholm, by 
_ which the Regent propoſes to ſuppreſs even 
the ſpeculation of a Diet, or of any afſembly 


 Guriog the e „ e ee 
tion 


- 


- 4 an » 
tion will, it is faid, ayow a diſapprobation of 
what is paſſing in France. If this ſhould be 
true, it might follow, that the Duke, opening 
as eyes, will open at the lame time the door 
to a ſet of - . ns 
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Plan of a Revolation; copied bj M. Vignes, 
Baron e Provate Secretary. | 


| Thave med itated, in travelling, a xevgl ution 
which might be effected in Sweden, without 
bloodſhed, noiſe, or any public diſturbance ; 
without weakening the ſprings of power and 
authority ; and which would leave the Duke 
in quiet for the moment, and with a certain 
influence and conſideration at the end of his 
adminiſtration. This may appear enigma- 
tical, but, on be cloſer, the truth willſhew 
itſelf. Let us firſt examine the ſituation of 
the Regent, in the preſent conjuncture, and 
that independently of the King, and of the 
intereſt of the State. A fermentation af an 
2 nature, kept up by perſons of + 
K different 


* 7 


* 
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different principles and views, and agreeing 


in nothing but their reſtleſſneſs and deſire 
of revolution ; ; an Adminiſtration without 
energy; men in office, the prey of their own 
logs, full of by-conſiderations, without 
experience, without ſtrong minds, without 
principles ; but raſh and timid, violent in 
"their wills, and tottering in execution ; in 
one word, bad counſellors of the Regent. 
What might not be the conſequence of all 
this, in ſuch a neigkbourhood as Ruſſia, and 
with the diſcontent the Empreſs is harbour- 
ing againſt the Duke? Can that Prince, 
thinking on theſe circumſtances, hope to 


keep the reins of Government the three 
years that are yet to come? Many accidents 
| foreſeen and unforeſeen may prevent it, or 


at leaſt expoſe his Royal Highneſs moſt dif- 
agreeably; and even if reſpec for the wiſhes 


of che late King ſhould leave things as they 


are, what will be the iſſue at the end of the Re- 
The Regent, hated by every ane of any 


| 51025 IL weight and without conſidera- 


tion in the country, will employ his laſt efforts 
in forming a party. If the King ſhould not 
Alle . to it, EY war which muſt follow 


cal 
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can never be advantageous in proportion to 
the miſchief that will happen; I would 
therefore, to attain the chief obj ect without 
violence, and bring about a ſure revolution, 
mild and efficient, that the Empreſs ſhould 
propoſe to the Duke the following points, 
in amicable but at the ſame time in poſi- 


tive language. 


1. That the King, evincing capacity and 
genius, ſhould be admitted to the Council, 


but without exerciſing any authority till the 


age of eighteen. 


2. That he ſhould alſo bring into the 
Council the following perſons: 1. the Riks- 
drotz (Chief Juſtice); 2. the King's Gover- 
nor, Count de Gyllenſtolpe; 3. the Miniſter 
for the time being of Foreign Affair; 4. the 


Chancellor of the Court and the Secretaries 


of State; 5. Baron Armfelt; 6. General 
Toll; 7. the Preſident of the State Counter. 
| of Finance, eh I 


Fas ; wa ns 5 x : 2 IEEE 4; : 
1 55 3. That in twenty- four hours the D uke 


mould name Baron Taube Preſident of the 
K 1 : Chancery, * 


* - * 0 * a 
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on the footing in which that poſt 
was held by Ulric Scheffer; that done, it 
ſhould depend on him to name the Secre- 
taries and Clerks in the Chancery: Baron 
Frederic Sparre ſhould be diſmiſſed ; me 
places are 1 in little _ 


4. That I ſhould be n in my poſt 
of Great Governor of Stockholm, with all 
the prerogatives attached to that place, as in 
the time of Charles Sparre: the Governor- 
5 =o of — Palace ſhould 0 be a 3 


3. That che Governors of | ere. 
Lagerbring and Nordin, ſhould be named 
etarii of State ; the firſt in his old de- 

h partment, the ſecond in that now occupied by 


W ee PAN bled place . 


8 That Beres or Zbbet odd be Chan- 
cellor of the Court. The latter would pre- | 
fer, I ſhould imagine, ſome foreign miſſion 3 
f. not, the laſl-named . 2 
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with the moſt extenſive authority on the 


tate and ary of 0 ar my. 


8. That Hokanſon ſhould be named Pre- 


ſident of he Wee of 9 


9. The Chancellor of Juſtice maſt refign, 


ſuch a man ag Lefbom. 


10. Axel Ferſen muſt be appointed Adju-- 
rant General, with the cane of nnn. - 


72 Stockholm. 


11. and laſtly, It is as that F. I : 


Aminoff ſhould replace Liljehorn, for whom 


ſhould be created, as the Tate King wiſhed, the 


office of Chief of the Trabans, reducing the 


Captain Lieutenants, who would then be 
merely Officers of the Court. By this 

change, that corps, which is now uſeleſs, 
would become ſerviceable. As for the other 


places and perſons, we ſhould go on gently, 


and with alittle management, without . | 


ing Sener difcontent or 


06360 
one being in his place, the tranquillity of 
Sweden would be reſtored, and Jacobiniſm 
R 


In order to give force to this negotiation 
with the Duke, it would be neceſſary that 
Stockholm, till the whole were ſettled, 


No. LXXXVIII. 
5 übe 8 a Plan of Revolution 2oritten in 
50 the Baron Armfelt Ss 0WNn on 


. plan enumerates the ſame change « 3 at 
Places: the Baron then proceeds as follows 7] 


What we - do: beyond this muſt be 

«| 1 quietly, and *we ſhall ſoon ſee all in 
months Sweden will be tranquil; which is 

impoſſible as long as we have ſo many 

© meddlers and good - for- nothings, the natural 
conſequence of our Conſtitution. To ſup- 

port all this, it would be neceſſary that a 

Rue flees ks we n as Stock- 


| 3 | 25 holm ; 1 
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holm ; and the Duke, once in our hands, 
ſhould not get out of _ 


| 


7 


Ne o. LXX X N. 
Memorial addreſſed 10 the Empreſs A: Ruff. 


| * [Theſe words are written on the back of the paper, 
in Baron Armfelt's own hand ; the Memorial itſelf is 
| copied by his Secretary Vignes as follows :] 


It would be impoſſible to conceal the 
preſent critical and dangerous ſtate of Swe- 
den; and he who loves his country, and 
deſires ardently to ſerve it, muſt feel it his 
duty to unmaſk the evil. It requires courage 
to look at that evil in its full extent, that the 
judgment may not be warped—and that pal- 
liatives may not be ſubſtituted for remedies 
which cannot be too ſtrong, nor applied too 
ſoon. There can be no doubt that the Re- 
 gency, from the beginning, has been dif- 
; mayed at the appearance of activity and 
vigour in a faction become powerful by the 
number of its adherents, by its audaciouſ- 
pes, and by its crimes; that the Regency 


( 1490 ) 

has "SEW" to ſubdue this faction by un- 
meaſured and very blameable condeſcenſion; | 
and that the temerity of the one has been 
augmented by the daſtardly weakneſs of the 
other. Inſtead of ſeeking for favour and 
indulgence, the faction dared openly to 
avow its pretenſions; and having obtained 
the liberty of-the preſs, a fpirit of revolt was 
ſoon ſpread in the army, and through the 
country. The bad effects of ſuch a con- 
ceſſion were perceived too late, and thoſe 
who granted it have ſince vainly endeavoured 
to correct and limit the miſchief. The fac- 
tion ſees its progreſs; feels, that owing to 
its preponderance the law is in force againſt 
thoſe only who defend the prerogatives of 
the crown, and the general order; takes ad- 
Vantage of the falſe ſteps of the Regency, 
and heightens them i into crimes, in order to 
root. its own authority. In this manner, 
the Government ſerves the purpoſes of its 
enemies; and by pretending a diſplay of 
energy, and by iſſuing public ordinances in 

imperious language, it diſcovers its weakneſs, 

and . both n and inſult, 
„„ 


9 it 
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Such is our internal poſition ; the ſame in- 
fluence may be traced to the confuſion of 
our ſyſtem. with foreign powers. The 
Duke, for example, is induced to make 
diſhonourable agreements with the French 
Republic, ſo called, and the ſecret agents of 
the French at Conftantinople and Stock- 
| holm, who have probably . occaſioned the 
concentring of the troops near the capital, 
and the fitting out of the galley fleet, and 
perhaps furniſhed the  expences. Thus 
Sweden is in a ſhort time become a northern 
ſource of revolutionary. principles; a eir- 
cumſtance which ought not to be overlooked 
by Ruſſia, eſpecially ſince the Swediſh Go- 
vernment has opened negotiations contrary 
to the intereſts of both countries. We muſt 
therefore acknowledge, with ſhame and 
affliction, that Sweden, by this accumula- 
tion of bad meaſures and deſtructive prin- 
ciples, within and without, has forced the 
Empreſs to come forward; and it is on the 
object of the immediate ſteps that Princeſs 
1 determine to take, that X preſume | to 


It 
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It is clear that the evil flows from the 
weakneſs of the Regent: this weakneſs is 
the diftruſt of his Royal Highneſs in his 
own talents; from whence it is alſo clear, 
that he will remain to the laſt moment the 
paſſive organ of a headftrong and implacable 
faction, the fame which he has ſo un- 
worthily endeavoured to make his friends. 
It is not therefore from any miſchievous 
diſpoſition towards Sweden and the neigh- 
bouring powers, that the Regent has com- 
mirted ſo many errors, but from a ſubmiſſion 
to momentary circumſtances, and conſe- 
quently not the effect of deliberate purpoſe, 
or of a ſtable plan of government; and it 
follows, that by a change of perſons, by 
ſurrounding the Duke with men likely to 
ſerve their King and country by their cou - 
rage, zeal, and ſound principles, the whole 
might be ſaved; and this effect would be 
produced the more certainly, becauſe, ariſing 
from the interference of the Empreſs, it 
would be maintained ON her ar bs 


This detail Wore the advantage of Having 4 
© Sweden 
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Sweden by gefitle, though not leſs vigorous 
means: another advantage of ſuch means 
would be the opportunity to the Empreſs 
of diſplaying an uſeful predominance, which 
would give her the glorious right of ſettling 
the ſtate of Europe, in its preſent circum= 
ſtances. The tractableneſs of this part of 
the world would brighten the luſtre of the 
glory ſhe has acquired by her victories and 
conqueſts; the one proving the extent of 
her genius, the other the excellence of her 
heart. Thus Catherine II. far from in- 
creaſing her power at the expence of Sweden 
by the fomenting of diſſenſion, would, on 
the contrary, by the efficiency of her ſuccour, 
deliver the kingdom from the diſtractions of 
a revolution, and deliver it undiminiſhed to 
the young monarch, to whom ſhe has al- 
ready promiſed to be a mother, and who 
with ſentiments of filial attachment ſo ſin- 
cerely endeavours to merit her affeQtion ;— 
ſhe will not therefore confound the Regent 
with thoſe who oppreſs him, nor his op- 
preſſors with the nation, in order not to give 
the faction an e of ſetting them- 

ſelves 


£ 
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. ſelves forth as the champions of the public 


_ tauſe, which would end only in the bettering 
of their private intereſts, According to my 
judgment, it is neceſſary ſor the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of order in Sweden, that the following 
meaſures ſhould be adopted: Her Imperial 
Miajeſty ſhould declare that ſhe is informed 
of all the ſeeret intrigues of the Cabinet of 
Stockholm againſt her: that ſhe would pub- 
lich them to all Europe: that the Regency 
+ Had been the firſt to break the treaties ; but 
that, far from making it aground of quarrel 
with a King whom ſhe loved, and whoſe 
ment. he would preſerve, or with a 

| generous nation which ſhe eſteemed, ſha 
would only call to account the perſons who 


ſince the death of the King had ſurrounded 


the Regent; had led him to adopt bad 
meaſures, to violate his promiſes, to forget 
| was due to the memory of his bro» ' 
ther, and had plunged him into misfortunes: 
that the Empreſs, hoping the Regent would 
not court ſuch dangers, had paſſed over in 
ſilence the non-obſervance of the arrange- 


IRONS: King; but that at 
echt | preſent, 
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preſent, ſeeing His Royal Highneſs, inſtead 
of profiting from unfortunate experience, 
appeared rather to be more and more under 
the guidance of the faction, to which he 
had ſo inconſiderately given himſelf up, 
and which, under his name, committed the 
intereſts not only of all good Swedes, but 
alſo thoſe of Her Imperial Majeſty, ſhe: 
found herſelf obliged, in order to re- eſta- 
bliſh order, and for her ok he to 
rules the Pray Pw £1 5111 

* , . 57 537 
A. That the King, alata 1 a 
information, and good ſenſe, ſhould be pre- 
ſent at the council, but without exerciſing 
any authority till he ſhall have attained the 
age of eighteen. 2. That to the ſame coun- 
cil, and to the moſt important poſts at 
Stockholm, and in the Provinces, ſhould be 
admitted thoſe who had ſhewn an uns 
daunted attachment to the political -prin= 
_ ciples of the late Government, both at home 
and abroad. If there ſhould ſtart any dif- 
ficulty as to the choice of ſuch perſons, 
| 5 . be propeidy: deſeribed, or even 


8 -- 1 named; 
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named; but what would become more par- 

ficularly neceſſary would be the exiling of 
fuch as might be either dangerous or ſuſ- 

pected, of which the number does not ex- 

ceed twelve or fifteen, and thoſe ſo well 

known, that it would be difficult to miſtake 

them, and who would at any rate be pointed 
out by thoſe who remain faithful to the good 


The capitulation with the Duke might be 
reduced to theſe too articles; but in order 
to give weight to the conditions, which, ſet 
out in a clear manner, would not be diſputed, 
a Ruffian fleet ſhould cruiſe as high as Stock- 
Holm till the whole was concluded. There 
can be no doubt, that not only the Regent 
would congratulate himſelf on this appear” 
ance of violence, which after all would be 
only in appearance; which would leave him 
the public eſteem, and deliver him from fur- 
rounding dangers ; but it would alfo be the 
only means of hindering the miſchief from 
taking root, and of obtaining by a ſudden. 
and wel managed revolution what would 
aſterwards 
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| aſterwards coſt 3 ſums, years of time, 
and ſtreams of blood. | 


| No. XC. : 
The Conte de Rafounfiy, Ruffion Ambaſſador 


at Vienna, to Baron Armfelt. 


Vuma, oth May 1793. 
In anſwering the letter you did me the 
honour of writing the gth of March, I do 
not pretend to juſtify my long ſilence. I 
| have been overwhelmed with buſineſs from 
the time of your departure, which has 
obliged me to write a great deal, and left 
ine but few intervals of leiſure, I might, 
and ought to have acknowledged the receipt 
of it ; but it would have been all I could 
| have done, and I wiſhed to give you an 
anſwer as to what in your name I had ſent 
to be laid before the Empreſs. I now wiſh 
to repair the negligence I have confeſſed, 
without further excuſes, . which your kind- 
nefs renders unneceſſary, arid proceed to give 
= an account of what I have done: 
TL Tour 
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Your reaſonings appear to me ſo well 
founded, that 1 ſhould not have heſitated 
to ſend them in your hand to the Empreſs, 
had I not been withheld by the paragraph 
that regards Count Stackelberg ; and I am 
now glad I did fo, for I received ſoon after 
| the news of his recall, ſo that his ſucceſſor 
may begin upon clear ground, and poſſibly 
with different inſtructions from home. It 


is, without doubt, the excellent memorial 


you ſent me, and which I forwarded im- 
mediately to the Empreſs, that will ſerve 
for a guide. If her majeſty ſhould judge 


proper to make me the channel of her an- 


ſwer, you may reſt aſſured, that I ſhall be 
diligent in conveying it to your hands. I 
am not ſurpriſed, that the anſwer has hitherto 
been delayed, conſidering the preſs of buſi- 
neſs that has prevented Sweden from being 
attended to. But, unleſs J miſtake, the 
moment is now come, and 1 ſhall certainly 
have ſomething to communicate very ſoon. 
My news from Sweden is unſatisfactory and 
old; I want it freſh and full. I ſtill think 
thecreaÞ intereſts of that country ton be in- 
2 X « INOS 
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ſeparable from thoſe of Ruſſia, and that they 
are neglected at Stockholm. Our good 
Baron here lives in great ignorance of what 
his Government is about; he knows neither 
its ſyſtem nor its a, He is quiet, 
honeſt, and well meaning, but ill informed; 
and he imagines that the Swediſn Miniſtry. 
cannot act otherwiſe than as they ought. 
I therefore beg you to continue the con- 
fidence you have ſheun me. My. ſenti- 
ments, as to the intereſts. of your country, 
give me, I dare to; lay, it, a right to Jour 
ſincerity, and I beg you, above all, to com- 
municate what you know.—lt is true, the 
news will go about before it arrives here; 8 
but it will be very intereſting through your 
hands, particularly when it has received the 
ingenious; turn of your pen. My ideas as 
to Sweden, and the juſtice you did them 
when at Vienna, make me rely on you. 
You may command me in this country, if I 
can be of uſe. , Do not judge me from what 
is paſſed, and be aſſured, that I ſhall always 
be as eager to anſwer you, as 1 ſhall be to 
convince you how much [ am, &c. | 
EY” 
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SAI. wn 
tn Baron Armſelt's own hand. 


May your Imperial Majeſty deign to per- 
mit me to lay at your feet the ſcheme of a 
work, which my attachment, gratitude, and 
profound grief have induced me to write az 

a monument due to the memory of Guſta- 
vus III. I mean that it ſhould contain only 
his ſtriking public tranſaQtions, and to fay 
no more of his private life than may ſerve 
the juſtice that is due to him, is to paint him 

88 he was. I thall riſk my judgment but 
very ſeldom on what I ſhall ſet forth, nor 
will I ever fink to flattery, being well con- 

_ vinced that it is more hurtful to thoſe who 
reign than the ſevereſt ſcrutiny. Theſe 


principles will pleaſe your Imperial Majeſty ; 


may they alſo obtain her high patronage of 

a work, which ſhall not otherwiſe be con- 
tinued! The firſt expreſſion of my grief, 
| When Sweden was lamenting the loſs of her 
Kiog, found grace. in your Majeſty's * 
8 
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She then deigned to ſhed tears of ſorrow ; 
may ſhe alſo favout an undertaking that 
offers new proofs and, expreſſions of the 
fame ſentiments. It treats of a Prince whoſe 
tranſcendent qualities were acknowledged by 
your Majeſty, who conſidered your Majeſty 
as the model and glory of Sovereigns, her 
eſteem as the precious rewatd of lis hn; 
and who, having once had the misfortu 
to put it in doubt, took nee eee 
recover it. Perſuaded as he was of the 
greatneſs of foul of your Majeſty, he believed 
that nothing could ſo much contribute to a 
durable alliance between Sweden and Ruſſia, 
as to ſucceed before your Majeſty in fur- 
rounding with glory his own perſon, and 
the nation of which he was King. £59 


It is alſo meant to fix the opinion of this 
generous nation on the Monarch it has loſt, 
and his vile calumniators, as well as to draw 
a ſolemn and important leſſon for the young 
King who has ſucceeded. It aims, in ſhort, 


Kh a ; or example, to obſtruct 
L4 thy: 


% 
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the views of thoſe madmen who endeavour 
with ſo much bitterneſs to deſtroy the royal 
authority While the ſouth of Europe is 
ſhaken by thoſe violent and bloody attempts 
wich overwhelm nations as well as thrones, 
vwhat more glorious can the friends of order 
ard humanity undertake, than to preſent to 
the miſled people the portraits of Catherine, 
Frederic; and Guſtavus? My feeble efforts, 
at leaſt, Milk never ſeparate the intereſts of 
my country from thoſe of princes and of 
other nations; and, in publiſhing my vene- 
ration for the memory of Guftavus III. I 
have not one inſtant forgot my earneſt- de- 
| fire to be uſeful to his ſon . But theſe weak 
{expreſſions of my zeal will little avail with- 
out the protection of ur Majeſty, in the 
ab e eee On 
wy Foc 148 2 rl? 277 01-2029 fi 

o no hon n I 

2 join my glory with n * to ſee 
him worthy of his high. deſtiny, and to ſee 
his ſubjects worthy of him; and the object 
of this wiſh cannot but be attained if your 
n „ 
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Imperial Majeſty, in the vaſt eirele of her 
important occupations, will pleaſe to nem 

hend the affairs of Sweden. N e 
$3104 263 zin 2d 41 nim 
There can be no doubt ef the good 1 in- 
tentions of the Regent: : his very errors prove 
them; errors which his mildneſs and his 
deſire of conquering difficulties have pro- 
duced.” He hoped to abaſh audacious pre- 
tenſions by premature conceſſions; but what 
he gave, ſuggeſted the right of exacting all. 
The liberty of the preſs, granted in a mo- 
ment of general fermentation, introduced the 
moſt daring opinions; and thus his conde- 
ſcenſion has furniſhed arms againſt himſelf. 
Perfidious counſellors have involved us in 
the misfortunes which beſet the Duke; and; 
forcing him to aſſemble the States, abuſe the 
power he has put into their hands. I dare 
aſſure your Majeſty, that if the Diet is called, 
there is an end to the royal power in 
veden. I know my countrymen. The 
— which attacks every mind will 
be wilder the States; and I add, with ſhame, 
but convinced of its truth, that they will ſell 
a | TE os 4 their 
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cheir votes to give free courſe to the moſt 
raging, the moſt contagious licentiouſneſs ; 
and thus it is that the central point of inſur- 
SL will bo — in the North. 


1 A — * ee to expreſs to 
your Majeſty my fears on this head. I do 
not know if they have yet made their way to 
your throne, or in what ſenſe, It is poſſible 
that there may have been reaſons for not re- 
preſenting to your Majeſty my alarms and 
my wiſhes in their true light. But however. 
' that may be, I proteſt to your Majeſty, that 
I deſire only the tranquillity of Sweden and 
the ſecurity of the throne, by the bond of a 
tion of mind but when I yield to theſe im- 
portant reflections, and I cannot deny that I 
revert to them continually, But the ſureſt 
intentions, is the zeal with which I have 
to importune your Majeſty, and to conjure 
r 
mind, to employ her benevolenee and power 
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in favour of that young King, who is im- 
_ preſſed with filial reſpe&t for your Majefly, 


for a nation which in its blindneſs is haften- 
ing to anarchy, and for the intereſt of the 
Regent, of whoſe condeſcenſion is made ſo 
hurtful a uſe, while the very occaſion of his 
ruin will be found whenever he may appear 
to Mew either reſiſtance or vigour. —All the 
materials are already collected; the flame 
will not delay burſting out. Never did cir» 
cumſtances more threatening folicit the pre- 
caution. of the Sovereign of Ruſſia, in her- 
ſelf ſo like Providence, by the union of a 
mighty character with power immenſe, 


As for me, I flatter myſelf that your Ma- 
jeſty will pardon my importunity in favour 
of my zeal. - I fulfil a ſacred dury to my 
King, and it is alſo a duty to give your Ma- 
jeſty the aſſurances of my reſpect. If cruel 
fate has pronounced the ruin of my country; 
of Sweden is to be ſadfificed by ſophiſts and 
iarieg, my heart will henceforth be in- 
ſenſible to every other misfortune. In ac 
ü 2 miſten * foreign country I 
| yielded | 
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yielded to reafons, which, though often hu- 
when the holding of any employment ne- 
ceſſitates a tacit confent to what makes the 
ſhame and evil of my country, I do not he- 
fitate to give up all, and I pray your Ma- 
jeſty to grant me an aſylum in her domi- 
Government will give elevation and force to 
my mind, for the execution of the project 


which 1 have conceived.” Such is the im- 


er and reign of 
at during the convulſions 
produced by difference of opinion, Kings 
have recourſe to her power, and the minds 
engaged on ſuch important objects ſeek the 
help of her knowledge, while they regulate 
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25 Thad ef cen bythe Abbe Bon- 
De neval 


© IF 

neval the plan of your Hiſtory of Guſtavus 
III. which the Abbé d' Heral had the kind- 
neſs to tranſmit to me. This plan will per- 
fectly make known the character of a Prince, 
who, if he had lived, would have triumphed 
over the calamities of our time.— I have 
eaſily diſcovered you in the care you have 
taken of che memory of a King who was 
worthy of his friends. I ſend this letter to 
the Baths at Lucca, without being quite ſure 
that -it will find you there; but I hope that 
you will in no caſe doubt of my acknow- 
ledgments, nor of the tender and faithful * 
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| [This Lettef 1 is in Baron Arrafelt's own hand to "as 
- Empreſs of Ruſſia. It was delivered be the Abbe 
Heral to * Commiſſion at Duſſeldorf] 212 


2303 H avi Florence, zorh Sept. 1 793. * 
A chink myſelf happy in having 
met with the Abbe H eral, a French emigrant; 


and victim of the late revolution. He was 
YE | 2 member 


E + 

4 member of the firſt National Aſſembly, in 
which he was as well known for the ſound- 
- neſs of his principles as for his perſonzl good 
conduct. He followed me to Italy, and has 
been with me ever ſince, I have ſhewn him 
every confidence, becauſe he is an honeſt 
man of good underſtanding. He is well 
acquainted with the particulars of my ſitua- 
tion, with my mode of thinking, and conſe 
quently with my devoted attachment to 


pour Majeſty. - I have no hope of finding 


any one who will interpret more faithfully 
the ſentiments of admiration which I muſt 
ever feel towards your Imperial Majeſty. — 
The courſe of the Abbe Heral's travels leads 
him to Ruffia. In this country, formerly 
Roman, at preſent only Italian, he has beheld 
the monuments and immortal traces of hero- 
iſm and genius: he now burns with the de- 
fire of witneſſing the revival of thoſe quali⸗ 
ties in the perſon of your Majeſty, I take 
© the advantage of his diligence. He goes 
from hence to pay his court to the unfortu- 
nate French Princes, who know him and ho- 
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and who will not fail to mention him to 


your Majeſty, as a perſon worthy of a near 
ſight of your Majeſty's greatneſs and glory. 
My friendſhip for him has induced me to 
intruſt to him all my plans and hopes. 
Should he have the honour of communicat- 
ing them to your Imperial Majeſty, he will 
explain with expreſſions of the enthuſiaſm 
that animates us both, my ardent defire of 
proving to your Majeſty my zeal, and the 
high value which I ſhould attach to the ho- 
nour of co-operating in any manner in your 
Majeſty's vaſt glorious and immortal pur- 
poſes. COS Fas 


Tour Imperial Majeſty will obſerve, that 
the moment is come in which I ought to. ſa- 
crifice myſelf for my King, Monſeigneur, 
and my friend. It is to your Majeſty that 1 
devote myſelf, &“. 


[The following paſſage is on the back of the rouglr. | 
Craft of the foregoings and in the hand- "RY of 


= 1 ſend Jou, * dear General, the 
| . 


( 16d ) 
letter, ſuch as I think it ought to be, neither 
too much nor too little. We have no time 
to loſe. | Sixty or ſeventy ſequins ought not 
to be cbnfidered in the preſent poſture of 
affairs. Circumſtances crowd upon us ;— 


enable me to ſet out, and you will thank me 
one or f theſe days for my caries il x 


= 


* No. vcw. 3 2 120 
2 araf 10 the 2 2 


71 


re the” Abbe Berl 0 7 
Commiſſion at Duſſeldorff.] ; 


_ Rome, 1915 055. 1793. 

1 have no > banker at Duſſeldorff; but at 
Aixls Chaps you will find old Prim, who 
has always advanced me money. I write to 
him by this day's poſt, and I have already 
ſettled with Averhoff and Van Schewen at 
Hamburg, for 200 florins, with which they 
Will pay Prim. Do what you think to be 
right as to your neceſſary expences, on two 
conditions, however : firſt, that you loſe no 


time; and ſecondly, that you contri ve ſo as | 
1 not 


„ 
not to draw on me at fight, This. laſt re-. 
ſtriction will not appear extraordinary, if you 
conſider that I am a ruined man in money 
matters. I am the more embarraſſed at this 
moment on account of the following inci- 
dent ;—The plan of my publication has 
found its way to Sweden, and the Duke 
has ſent me a courier, who fell upon me like 
a bomb, yeſterday morning, here at Rome. 
The Duke attacks me ſhamefully, threatens 
me with the weight of his indignation, and 
requires, that, as an infamous calumniator, I 
ſhould retract.— My reſolution is taken. I 
anſwer, that in the plan of my work I have 
ſaid nothing but the truth, and what I can 
fairly prove; that he muſt not expect his 
anger and menaces to induce me to act un- 
worthy of myſelf and of the great King to 
whom I had ſacrificed my labours; that I 
would wait my fate with courage and pa- 
tience; and that, in my unfortunate condi- 
tion, I ſhould be proud of becoming the 
victim of my attachment, and of my admi- 
ration of the late King.—You ſee, my friend, 
| chat L have nothing to hope for in Sweden, 
M and 


1 
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and that for the three years that are to come, 


I have no reſource or country but in Ruſſia. 
T ought to write on this ſubject to the Em- 


preſs ; but if you get on with tolerable diſ- 


patch, it will not be neceſſary. I ſhall have 
got through the value of my jewels by the 
month of December, and I ſhall then find 
myſelf in the bottom of Italy, with a wife 
and children, without a penny. My con- 
dition is hopeleſs, but I do not loſe courage. 
If ever one man held the deſtiny of another, 
it is undoubtedly you who are the inſtru- 
rent by which mine will ſoon be decided, 


No. XCV. 
Bae Arnſel to the Bmpref of Ruſſo. 


[This Leiter i is in the Barov's own hand- writing: it was 
entruſted to M. La Sources, who gave it up to the 
Chamber of Police at Stockholm.) 


Naples, 11th Dec. es: | 

E hope the Abbe Heral, Great Vicar 
of Bordeaux, will have already had the ho- 
8 nour 
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nour of laying at your Majeſty” s feet the 
moſt humble affurances of my reſpect a and of 
my gratitude. | 


I have conveyed, ſince his departure, to 
Comte Raſomofski, your Majeſty's Ambaſ- 
ſador at Vienna, ſeveral papers on the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, with which my heart and 
foul are inceſſantly occupied. — The only cir- 
cumſtance that gives me new hopes, is my 
belief that the magnanimity of your Majeſty, 
ſtill greater than your power, will be pleaſed 
to overlook the juſt motives of reſentment 
which have been offered to her, and will 
lien only to the tender intereſt, of which 
| ſhe has already given ſo many proofs, in be- 
half of a minor King, choſen by Providence 
to reign over a nation that looks on the tie of 
friendſhip between the fwo countries, as the 

greateſt bleſſing Sweden received from Guſ- 
tavus III. and as his greateſt work. The 
perſon who is charged with this letter will 
croſs Sweden, in his way to Peterſburg, and 
will poſſibly find an opportunity of evincing 

„„ | his 


